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Letter    from   the  Third    World      ) 

iiT'V        •//  '     •//,- 

l  /  w  As/ an  anti-psychiatrist  trying  to 
develop  an  international  A  -  P  central 
1/   on  the  principal  of  "The  Third  World/M 
lp    First"  I  would  like  tb^congratulate  /,' 
/  The  Body  Politic   on  the1  work  it  is 

doing.  The  GLF  is  only  just  begin-   ^ 
ning  in  Argentina  but  it  is  so  import-' 
ant  to  lay  down  the  principles  of  \  { 
\        sexual  liberation  in  pre-revolutionary 
3rd  world  countries  so  that  patterns  , 
'!     \o£   repression  are  not  repeated  after  V 
revolutionary  change.  In  the  meantime^ 
,  let  me  simply  say  "as  an  anti-psychi-  \) 
atrist"  that  the  disease  is  not       A 


,\.\V 


homosexuality  bu^  the  terrified  lack 
-'of  adequate  homosexual  experience.  It^\ 
is  the  how,  for  the  transvaluation  of   x 
psychiatric  values lin  relation  to  gay-   ' 
, ness.  For  me,  when^I  did  fairly  formal 
y  therapy,  it,  was  an  everyday  experience 
\that  gay  people  progressed  much  faster 
and  were  more  creative  than  non  gay   .'  V 
men  -  while  at  the  same  time  finding  v 
(  in  therapy  a  deep  confirmation  for  their 
gayness.\  Strength  to  you,     I, 
/    for  love  and  Revolutii 


!' 


i 


\ 


Cooper  is\alive  in  revolution'.\tlo\    \ 
intellectual  masturbator  here  -  he  writes 
from  the  intimacy  of  experience  -  a  man 
committed  to  action  against  the  inhuman-\ 
ity  of  capitalist  society.      Cooper  is 
Mao  Tse-tung  bent  on  liberating  human 
consciousness  from  the  institutions  which 
keep  everyone  the  prisoner  of  oppressive 
behaviour.     Ho   longer  lackey  to  the  status 
quo  for  the  enforcement  of  conformity,   he 
offers  psychoanalysis  as  a  potentially 
liberating  tool,   illuminating  the  exploi- 
tative nature  of  existing  sexual  politics 
as  promoted  by  that  "ideological  condi- 
tioning device"  -  the  nuclear  family.     In 
his  critique,    the  family  is  a  constant 
reference  point  in  the  discussion  of  hum- 
an communications:  of  love  and  violence, 
of  verbal  and  non-verbal  modes  of  expres- 
sion, of  reflections  on  the  dynamics  of 
communal  living  and  of  the  possibilities 
for  alternatives  to  conventional  educa- 
tional and  psychiatric  institutions. 

His  insights  verbalized,  flow  and  erupt 
~r™-i       J  <m,i"dictn,ent  of  the  nuclear 
"ily,  but  also  telling  us  of  his 


I      \ 


David   Cooper 


\ 


ney, 


of  "a  profound  spiritual  and  bodily 


cnszs  that  amounted  to  the  death  and 
rebirth  experience  of  renewal.  "  Stylis- 
tically    the  passionate  spontaneity  of 
His  vocabulary  and  syntax  and  the  util- 
ization of  certain  repetitions  within  a 
single  sentence   (often  reminiscent  of 
Gertrude  Stein),    "surface"  aspects  of 
interpersonal  perception  which  ordinaru 
prose  successfully  conceals. 

Jearld  F.  Moldenhauer 


Quotes  from  The  Death  of  the  Family, 
published  by  Allen  Lane  The  Penguin 
Press,  1971. 


"One  of  the  first  lessons  one  is 
taught  in  the  course  of  one's  family 
conditioning  is  that  one  is  not 
enough  to  exist  in  the  world  on  one's 
own.  One  is  instructed  in  great 
detail  to  disown  one's  own  self  and 
to  live  agglutinatively  so  that  one 
glues  bits  of  other  people  on  to 
oneself  and  then  proceeds  to  ignore 
the  difference  between  the  otherness 
in  one's  self  and  the  self-sameness 
of  one's  self." 


"Joy  comprehends  despair  running 
through  an  end-point  of  pain  into  joy 
again.  Whereas  happiness  is  a  unitary 
feeling-tone  issuing  from  security, 
joy  is  the  full,  simultaneous  expres- 
sion of  a  spectrum  -  joy  at  one  end, 
despair  in  the  middle  and  then  again 
joy  at  the  other  end." 


"Blood  is  thicker  than  water  only 
in  the  sense  of  being  the  vitalizing 
stream  of  a  certain  social  stupidity. 

The  family,  for  want  of  a  capacity 
for  providing  holy  Idiots,  becomes 
moronic." 


"Before  one  can  love  another  one 
\  has  to  love  oneself  enough.  Before 
"•one  can  love  another  of  the  opposite 
v^sex  one  has  to  be  able  to  love  another 
other  of  the  same  sex  'enough'.  Whether 
one  overtly  lives  out  one's  homosex- 
uality or  not  is  indifferent  -  but  it 
is  certain  that  one  has  to  recognize 
\  its  inruptions  into  one's  fantasies 
\and  dreams  -  even  into  the  fantasies  a 
\  man  has  with  a  woman  he  loves,  but 
,  V  even  more  because  of  the  prevalent  sup- 
pression of  full  sexuality  of  woman, 

between  the  woman  and  the  man  that  she 
.  loves. 

■  \s,   In  fact  narcissism  and  homosexuality 
are  no  more  diseases  or  fixated  states 
//  '!    of  development  than  are  phenomena  such 
'  as  holding  down  a  steady  job,  duly 
,   providing  for  one's  family,  or,  in  gen- 
'   eral,  being  a  pillar  of  society. 

\  The  real  problem  for  the  therapist 
is  when  people  sink  and  drown  in  the 
latter  state. 

The  real  problem  for  the  therapist 
is  being  a  therapist. 

The  real  problem  is  being." 


"If,  then,  we  wish  to  find  the 
most  basic  level  of  understanding  of 
repression  in  society  we  have  to  see 
it  as  a  collectively  reinforced  and 
institutionally  formalized  panic 
about  going  mad,  about  the  invasion 
of  the  outer  by  the  inner  and  of  the 
inner  by  the  outer,  about  the  loss 
of  the  illusion  of  self. 

The  Law  is  Terror  put  into  words. 
Because  of  the  terror  the  words 
have  to  be  deprived  of  any  personal 
reference. 

Because  of  the  terror  anyone  who 
is  no  one  judges  no  one  who  might  be 
anyone . 

Because  of  the  abstract  nature  of 
the  judgement  the  crime  becomes  ab- 
stract. So  that  courts  and  prisons 
and  all  our  institutions  may  go  on. 
So  all  that  remains  is  suffering  -  in 
no  one,  about  nothing.  The  unlocatab- 
ility  of  suffering  is  what  we  suffer 
from.  And  this  is  true  of  all  of  us. 
All  the  judges  and  all  their  victims. 
The  actual  suffering  of  the  punished 
person  is  an  arbitrary  gratuitous  fact 
thrown  into  the  world  to  lend  false 
substantiality  to  an  etheric  System. 

The  bourgeois  state  is  a  tranquil- 
lizer pill  with  lethal  side-effects." 
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THE  BODY  POLITIC  IS  AN 
INDEPENDENT  NEWSPAPER. 
SIGNED  ARTICLES  EXPRESS 
THE  WRITER'S  OPINION 
ONLY. 
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Id  of  power  poli 
sts  a  three  word 
and  Conquer.'  It 
mploy:  threats  of 
ession.  loss  of 
rights,  liberties  or  privileges  -  in 
short,  intimidation  -  establishes  a 
gambit  of  fear  with  a  corollary  of 
mistrust.  Factionalism  now  corrodes 
a  once  strong,  or  at  least  potent- 
ially strong  force. 

To  the  political,  economic, 
and  militaristic  uses  of  this 
strategem,  sexuality  surely  must 
be  added,  as  evidenced  by  a  Toronto 
Star  editorial  that  threatens  the 
Freedom  of  Canada's  homosexual  pop- 
ulation. The  pretext  for  the  basis 
of  this  threat  was  a  hysterically 
exaggerated  reaction  to  an  article 
in  the  last  issue  of  this  paper: 
"Of  Men  and  Little  Boys."   But  was 
it  simply  a  matter  of  hysterical 
reaction? 

Mr.  Kenneth  Bagnell,  a  Globe 
and  Mail  columnist,  sparked  the 
barrage  of  threats  from  both  the 
Globe  and  Star  with  a  confused 
and  prejudiced  attack  on  the  gay 
movement  on  Toronto.  Instead  of 
expounding  his  differences  with 
the  article's  thesis,  Bagnell  dis- 
torted the  difficult  issue  of  chil- 
dren's rights  of  sexuality  into  a 
neat  little  emotional  label:  propa- 

With  his  personal  views  on 

children's  rights  now  obscured,  he 

needed  an  objective  substitute,  so 

his  propaganda  label  he  wedded 
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that  sure-to-arouse-public-senti- 
ment-getter:  the  taxpayer's  money. 
It  did  not  matter  that  The  Body 
Politic  lias  never,  ever  received 
one  penny  from  the  public  treasury 
--  something  Bagnell  could  easily 
have  ascertained  through  rudi- 
mentary journalistic  research. 
Nor  did  it  matter  that  the  opin- 
ions of  the  article  solely  reflec- 
ted those  of  its  author  --  a  simple 
enough  point  to  grasp,  one  would 
think,  given  Mr.  Bagnell' s  own 
position  as  a  columnist.  Instead 
he  abstracted  the  issue  to  a  third 
and  then  even  fourth  level.  The 
third  level  of  abstraction  employ- 
ed a  variation  on  the  DfiC  principle: 
bring  in  another  gay  group  that 
did  receive  financial  support:  CHAT 
(The  Community  Homophile  Associa- 
tion of  Toronto).  But,  since  a  dir- 
ect or  even  indirect  financial  link 
between  CHAT  and  The  Body  Politic 
could  not  be  established  (simply 
because  there  was  and  is  none) ,  a 
fourth'  level  of  issue  abstraction 
was  constructed.  One  telephone 
call,  each,  to  The  Body  Politic  and 
CHAT  established  for  Mr.  Bagnell 
that  --  what  later  he  referred  to 
as  an  "intellectual  affinity,"  exis- 
ted between  CHAT  and  The  Body  Pol- 
itic. (Six  weeks  later,  however,  he 
did  print  a  letter  from  Bryce  Mach- 
asey,  Minister  responsible  for  fed- 
eral grants,  stating  that  CHAT's 
grant  in  no  way  strengthened  The 
Body  Politic,  although  - -  as  a 
face-saving  gesture  no  doubt  -- 
Bagnell  still  chose  to  misconstrue 
the  original  issue  of  children's 
rights  into  one  of  "the  homosexual 
seduction  of  youngsters"}. 

Now  having  likewise  dispar- 
aged CHAT  as  a  purveyor  of  propa- 
ganda, and  having  planted  the  seeds 
of  discord,  he  could  retire  with 
the  patronizing  phrase:  "Many    (of 
the  goals  of  gay  liberation)  I 
support,    tne  main  one  being   that 
all  of  us  should  foster  a  society 
in  which   the  homosexual  is  given 
equal  opportunity,   no  more,   no 
less.   But  along  with  most  psych- 
iatrists I  regard  homosexuality 
as  at   least  a  nandicap,    something 
which  should  be  accepted  by  soc- 
iety,  but  never  encouraged."   How 
Noble  --  How  Revealing!  The  edit- 
orials --  abusive  and  threatening 
followed.  Their  imtimidating 
thrust  is  not  so  much  minimized 
(for  the  Globe  and  Star  are  power 
brokers)  as  overshadowed  by  the 
denouement  of  the  aggregated  attack: 
DIVIDE  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  ! I 

And  didn't  this  occur  so 
momentously,  right  in  the  middle 
of  Torono's  first  Gay  Pride  Week? 
Coincidence  ?  Well,  for  years  there 
existed  a  virtual  newsblackout  on 
things  gay,  and  even  recent  coverage 
has  been  minimal  —  and  bland. 
Furthermore,  the  paper  had  been  on 
the  newsstand  for  over  a  month;  so 
why  the  wait?  Mr.  Bagnell  is  strik- 
ingly clear  on  this  point,  he  in- 
tentionally waited  for  Gay  Pride 
Week:  "Since  this  is  Gay  Pride 
Week. ..it  may  be  the  ideal  time 
. . . . "  And  should  he  plead  that 
this  deployment  was  an  unintent- 
ional consequence  of  his  actions, 
wiiy  then  was  nobody  from  The  Body 
Politic  Collective  invited  to 
partake  in  the  luncheon  Mr.  Bag- 
nell shared  with  three  members  of 
the  CHAT  executive?  Why,  moreover 
has  Mr.  Bagnell  avoided  any  type 
of  meaningful  communication  with 
that  group  which  he  has  most  cal- 
lously maligned:  this  newspaper 
collective? 
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Having  to  perform  both  a  soc- 
ial and  political  function,  CHAT  is 
necessarily  a  more  moderate  organ- 
ization which  adheres  to  a  more  con- 
ventional analysis  regarding  sex- 
uality, and,  even  more  importantly, 
to  traditional  patterns  for  secur- 
ing political  and  social  change- 
while  The  Body  Politic's  profile  is 
more  encompassing. 

However,  while  differences 
between  CHAT  and  The  Body  Politic 
—  and  Toronto  Gay  Action  —  can 
not,  should  not  and  will  not  be 
sugar-coated,  it  does  not  gainsay 
the  importance  of  two  facts  upon 
which  CHAT,  TGA,  and  The  Body  Pol- 
itic have  been  and  should  continue 
to  remain  united.  First  of  all,  we 
do  share  a  common  oppressor;  for  it 
was  the  straight  press  which  con- 
fused, muddled,  lumped  —  and  then 
subsequently  threatened  the  rights 
and  freedoms  of  gay  Canadians. 
While  it  was  perfectly  legitimate 
for  CHAT  to  officially  "disassoc- 
iate" itself  from  Mr.  Hannon's 
opinions,  should  not  have  CHAT  at 
the  same  time  proclaimed  unequiv- 
ocally, and  with  an  equal  vigour 
its  support  of  The  Body  Politic's 
right  to  free  speech  and  press? 
Secondly,  there  are  areas  (egs. , 
the  Immigration  Act,  election  coal- 
itions, the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Code,  gay  pride  festivals,  etc.) 
where  it  will  be  important  for  both 
organizations  to  work  closely  and 
confidently  with  one  another. 
In  short,  certainly  CHAT,  The  Body 
Politic  and  TGA  should  remain  unit- 
ed in  their  stance  for  basic  civil 
liberties  for  all  gays. 

In  our  early  days  of  innocence, 
it  was  a  source  of  pride  to  boast 
how  gay  liberation  in  Toronto  had 
avoided  the  fragmentation  and  carp- 
ing which  marked  every  other  Eng- 
lish-speaking gay  liberation  city. 
The  degree  of  prevalence  of  that 
feeling  has  certainly  diminished, 
and  probably  never  will  be  recov- 
ered -  Bagnell 's  jabberwocky  and 
the  editorials  have  secured  at  least 
that  much.  Hence,  the  crucial  ques- 
tion is  now  how  deeply  have  those 
editorial  Shockwaves  loosed  our 
former  solidarity?  Has  it  even  pen- 
etrated our  ability  to  stand  collec- 
tively in  the  area  of  civil  rights? 
The  answers  to  those  questions  are 
still  in  the  making.  Nonetheless, 
there  are  some  indicators  —  dis- 
tressing indicators  --  which  are 
becoming  increasingly  visible:  for 
at  least  a  patina  of  acrimony,  an 
atmospheie  of  doubt,  suspicion  and 
mistrust,  and  more  regrettably, 
increasing  overtones  of  personal 
vilifications,  seem  to  be  militating 
against  any  kind  of  amicable  solu- 
tion. If  emotionalism  and  demogo- 
guery  --  and  make  no  mistake  they 
are  about  --  prevail  over  frank  dis- 
cussion and  hard  reasoning,  then 
we  will  have  effectively  ostracized 
part  of  and  polarized  the  rest  of 
Toronto's  gay  community.  And  lest 
this  be  minimized,  such  an  event- 
uality will  have  more  than  local 
effects.  All  concerned  gay  people 
should,  therefore,  ask  themselves: 
Who  benefits  from  such  an  outcome? 
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The  uproar  which  -  somewhat  be- 
latedly -  followed  the  publication 
0f  OF  HEN  AND  LITTLE  BOYS  illustrated 
in  a  rather  interesting  way  the  gen- 
eral public  attitude  towards  children 
as  a  social  group.  Indeed,  it  was 
rather  gratifying  to  witness  certain 
of  ny  theses  very  dramatically  sub- 
stantiated by  the  editorial  writers 
of  all  three  major  newspapers.  We 
arc  a  materialist  society,  and  when 
certain  of  our  material  goods  -  our 
possessions  -  are  threatened,  we  react 
with  hostility  and  alarm;  and  cert- 
ainly hostility  and  alarm,  raised  to 
a  rather  ludicrous  pitch,  character- 
ized the  pronouncements  of  everyone 
from  Kenny  Bagnell's  liberal  finger 
wagging  on  down  to  the  Toronto  SUN's 
exploration  of  the  limits  of  mono- 
syllabic opprobrium.  Children,  we  can 
therefore  conclude,  are  indeed  poss- 
essions; very  precious  possessions, 
perhaps  the  most  precious  possessions, 
but  possessions  nonetheless. 

It  was  also  interesting  that  no- 
one  commented  on  the  topic  of  child 
sexuality,  though  full  acceptance  of 
the  child  as  a  sexual  being  was  es- 
sential to  the  development  of  my  arg- 
uments. 1  think  this  was  partly  be- 
cause the  press  was  more  interested 
in  defaming  the  homosexual  populat- 
ion than  in  giving  any  serious  thought 
to  the  topic  of  children's  rights; 
however,  we  must  face  the  fact  that 


five  months  -  a  somewhat  unusual  pre- 
cocity  perhaps  but  an  event  by  no 
means  rare  as  the  following  Kinsey 
statistics  will  illustrate: 

Of  the  boys  studied: 
32%  reached  orgasm  between  2   and  12  months 
57.1%  had  orgasm  between  2   and  5  years 
80%  had  orgasm  between  10  and  13  years 

(Sexual  Behaviour  in  the 
Human  Hale.  Kinsey,  Pomeroy  and  Mar- 
tin.  K.B.  Saunders  Co.  1948.  Page  178) 
Kinsey  then  goes  on  to  state  that 

"it  is  probable  that  half 
or  more  of  the  boys  in  an  uninhibited 
society  could  reach  climax  by  the 
time  they  were  3  or  4-  years  of  age, 
and  that  nearly  all  of  them  could 
experience  such  a  climax  3  to  S  years 
before  the  onset  of  adolescence." 
(ibid,  page  178) 

Orgasm  for  a  boy  of  this  age  does 
not,  of  course,  include  ejaculation 
since  the  internal  plumbing  is  not 
fully  operative,  but  in  every  other 
respect  this  orgasm  is  a  striking 
duplicate  of  orgasm  'in  an  older  adult. 
Too,  a  child's  sexuality  is  certainly 
more  than  an  infrequent  orgasm  -  it 
is  the  mouth  sucking  the  full,  round 
breast;  the  warm  urine  passing  through 
the  urethra;  the  movement  of  faecal 
masses- through  the  anus;  the  pleasure 
of  skin  against  skin.  I  suspect  that 
parents  are  obscurely  aware  of  all 
this,  much  as  they  would  tend  to  de- 
ny or  underemphasize  it.  Watch  a  par- 


PAGE  3 
fulfil  the  Freudian  prophecy  that 
the  Oedipus  complex  is  a  universal 
phenomenon.   Even  if  children  did  not 
invent  it,   their  parents  would,  when 
the  children  are  so  young,    lustful, 
appealing  and  downright  enticing. 
Many  parents  achieve  some  release 
from  their  own   life   long  sexual  in- 
hibitions only  upon  parenting  young 
children  through  the  ages  of  four 
and  five. " 

(Paul  Adams,  M.D.  writing 
in  Children's  Rights,  page  68) 
It  seems  that  more  than  Molly  Bloom 
have  wanted 

"to  kiss  him  all  over  his 
lovely  young  cock  there  so  simply  I 
wouldn't  mind  taking  him  in  my  mouth 
if  nobody  was   looking  as  if  it  was 
asking  you  to  suck  it  so  clean  and 
white. . . " 

I  think  it  impossible  to  deny 
that  children  are. sexual  beings  if 
you  accept  the  validity  of  the  Kin- 
sey data  (and  his  research  techniques 
and  verification  procedures  are  all 
detailed  in  the  text,  to  which  pages 
I  direct  the  skeptics  in  my  audience) 
and  recall  honestly  your  own  child- 
hood memories  and  those  of  your  in- 
timates, or  as  a  parent  if  you  scrut- 
inize the  physical  relationship  bet- 
ween you  and  your  offspring.  Ever 
since  the  brouhaha  in  the  Toronto 
papers,  men  have  been  coming  to  me 
and  saying  that  yes,  they  were  out 


CXm&ffi&M   and 

■  ■ -'  **-i  -4!v-  there  on  the  streets  and  in 


the  contemporary  mind    in  general    re- 
fuses  lo  accept    the  reality  of  the 
horny,    hard-pricked  4  year  old  boy, 
01    i  in    b  year  old  girl    rocking  blis- 

i  M I  I  ■.    on    the   arm   of    a    chair.     It    is 
r'i    the    innoconce=purity  and 
purity-chastity   equation   which   orders 

our  thinking  in  these  matters. 

Parents  often,  in  a  state  of  af- 
fectionate exasperation,  describe 
their  children  as  "little  monsters", 
and  of  course  they  are,  or  at  least 
would  be,  if  they  ever  succumbed 
fully  to  the  indoctrinating  processes 
we  have  developed  for  them.  Children 
are  our  Frankensteins ;  the  re-duplic- 
i;  i.'ii  of  our  egos  in  the  search  for 
immortality. 

■urpose  of  condition- 
ing children  is  simply   to  extend  your 
own  personalities  on  to  your  children, 

'.;  not  in  the  child's  interest. 
It  Is  parent's  idea  of 

what  the  child  should  be. . .  " 

(A.S.  Neill  writing  in  ■ 
Children's  Rights,  ed.  Julian  Mall. 
llek  Books,  1971.  Page    ) 
here  one  to  drop  the  baggy  trousers 
on  Ms.  Shelly' s  monster.one  would  no 
more  expect  to  find  a  serviceable 
cock  than  many  parents  hope  to  find 
beneath  the  layers  of  cotton  and  rub- 
ber that  so  successfully  insulate 
an  infant's  loins  -  a  castrating  pro- 
cess in  itself,  of  course.  Can  you 
imagine  a  child  whose  eyes  were  sim- 
ilarly bandaged  throughout  infancy? 

ibe  quiets  down 
under  the  initial  sexual  stimulation, 
ie  distracted  from  other  activities, 
begins  rhythmic  pelvio  thrusts,   be- 
comes tense  ae  climax  approaches,  is 
thrown  into  convulsive  action,  often 
with  violent  am  and  leg  mover-. 
sometimes  with  weeping  at   the  moment 
of  climax.  After  climax,   the  child 
lose*  erection  quickly  and  subsides 
into  the  coin  and  peace  that  typic- 
ally followe  adult  orgasm." 

This  is  the  description  of  a  boy 
experiencing  orgasm  at  the  age  of 


there  on  the  streets  and  in  the  parks 
at  the  age  of  eleven  or  twelve,  and 
they  were  quite  consciously  looking 
for  what,  in  our  culture,  'dirty  old 
men1  have  been  the  traditional  purveyors 
of. 

Which  brings  us  to  the  question 
of  homosexuality  and  what  part  it 
plays  in  the  developing  sexuality  of 
the  child. 

"On  the  whole,    the  homosex- 
ual child  play  is  found  in  more  his- 
tories,  occurs  more  frequently  and 
becomes  more  specific  than  the  pre- 
adolescent  heterosexual  play. . .The 
mean  age  of  the  first  homosexual  con- 
tact is  about  nine  years,    two  and 
a  half  months.  " 

(Kinsey  et  al .  page  168) 
Given  all  of  this  -  that  children 
are  highly  sexual  beings,  that  they 
are  deeply  attracted  to  homosexual 
activity,  that  they  spend  some  great 
part  of  their  time  among  adults  who, 
consciously  or  not,  find  them  "down- 
right enticing",  it  is  rather  a  sur- 
prise and  certainly  a  tribute  to  the 
repressive  excellence  of  our  society 
continued  on  page  22 
(he  growth  ol 
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ent  flirt  with  an  intant  -  the  wrest- 
ling, kissing,  hugging,  giggling  etc. 
At  least  one  authority  suggests  that 
parents  flirt  with  their  children  in 
such  a  sexy  way  they 

"Appear  to  be  striving  to 
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Or.    Oav<d  Cooper's    mitnl    con- 
BM  CM  fciflMW"!   of  existential 
psychiatry         EillteMial    psychiatry   has 

ber*  defined  by  pt ychoen*  1  ys I   Polio 
Ma,  m    'if*  quest  U  in  the  patient 
11   he   really    It,    to  find   the  patient  el 
4  human  fc*1  r*9  rather  then  M  merely 
*  projection  of  our  own  theories  about 
In   1964.   l.o.   L*ing  and  Cooper 
*     pgt;  '    '  ence.  a  study 

iopny   (19S0-60) 
. .eloped  in  Saint  Genet.  Questions 
: 
-'.-■'■'.  ight   into 
the  "reel  complentty  of  human  events' 

"      -ntinq  of  Beaton  j  Violence 
HHcUtton  «Uh  o.O.  Laing  con- 

rguent  work  with 
yew*)    "stMiophrenic"    patients    at    the 

oth  Cooper 
,  nave  questioned  and  rejected 
the  central    ideas  of  mainstream  psychi- 
atry   -     including   both    the   prOCCSS    of 

'labeling*   people  with  psychological 
problem   and  V-  uniques 

tl*Mt"   Ihese  persons.   Psychiatry 
ychUtry  reveals   Cooper's 
profound  analytic    insight   Into  the  real- 
ity of  contemporary  psychiatry,   that  of 
e«posing  the   violence  of  psychiatry  -  a 
ted  onto  patients  by  the 
lutM"  of   the  psyche:   psychiatrists. 
Sessions  «lth   Individual   patients   inevitab- 
ly led  Cooper  and  Laing  to  an  investigation 
i  of   the   Interpersonal   dynamics  within  orlg- 
it   became  clear 
'■rigins  of  violence   In  human  re- 
lations  always   led  back   to  the  bask  exploi- 
tative nature  of  the  nuclear   Family. 
Investigations  of  specific  family  situations 

-   Cooper   In  Psychiatry  and 
i   V     "<f".V7  *nd  b*  l«t"9  *nd  CstersoT" 
m  Sanity,  Haancv.  and  the  Family.     Later 
tatng  presented"  hTsTKeorelFcaTlnslghtS   In- 
to nuclear   family   living   in  a  series  of 
lecture*.  The  Politics  of  the  family  {Masscy 
lectures.  I«8J.     DMidToowrH^Q  more 
intensely  aware  of  the  socto-poi ttlcal    Im- 
plications of  the  inherently  oppressive 
nature  of  the  nuclear   family  -  wrote  a  mani- 
festo for   revolutionary  change   In   the  sexual 
political   structure  of   First   World  countries, 
nearly:     lilt   DEATH  OF   iHt   FAMILV 


wno  drtotidg  ffa*  eon- 
■ 
'  of  *^w  Ufk  ai^„W 

Mass*!/.  " 

Plato'*  UpubUc 
•ooe  Vll7»art  Vll 

■■*■   Ifirit   act    ['.,u  Cooper. 

encounter 
«•**  place   .,tr,,iu„i,    ,,,  w)Blhl 

room 
■      r    coterie  of  MM    (rt 
to  a 


««,"  r  >*"•-  M  course  ,*. 

■*«*    a    festival     ,.tWfcl 

>-.*-t  dubious  fro.  (h-  out,.,, 

*  '*■  ■■Jority  of  swept*    , 

Mil   perploaaa   .a,*,,    Htlmx 

_T  *'  *•  '■*•  *'•*•-    '   •'••If 
-d  «h.   .a..   ratmer  attr.cti,. 


>  1    tear***)  tkat   i*. 


>r*ai    el    !•« 

"MM 


,*ld    interest,    about    the  experiment  - 
•  1   wort.    In  psychiatry  that    he  and 
his  colleague,    It.  D.    Laing,    had  been 
doing  and,    as   eagerly,    digested  many 
of  the  books  that   these  too  medical 
"philosophers",    in  collaboration. 
and   individually  had  written.    It   seen 
M   to  at  that    the   challenge  they  dir- 
ected   towards   the  profession   froa 
■huh   they   had   emerged,    (the  profes- 
sion of  acduil   psychiatry),    in  terms 
of  the   ra- evaluation   of   the  whole 
conccpiual    framework   that    psychiat- 
rists were   wont    to  participate    in, 
had  appeared  at  a  historically  pro- 
pitious rikiii  .    It  was  also  pleasing 
to   think    that    sonehow,    both   Lairg 
and  Cooper,   after  having  endured   the 
severe  and  indoctrinating  process 
of  aedico-psychiatric    training,    had 
•ach  managed  to  Maintain  an    intact 
■  i    -'jnsciousncss. 
As   a  ncdical    student,    it    seeacd 
imperative   to  tie   that   ay  classmates 
be  exposed  to  the   ideas     proposed 
by   these   two  ■en.    I    renember.    about 
eight  months  prior  to  the   festival, 
■   i  many   hours   trying  to  para- 

phrase   Laing   and  Couper    in   the    form 
ill    jn   article   which    t    placed    in  our 
faculty    newspaper,    as   well    as   argu- 
ing with  those   individuals   in  ay 
class,   who  as   budding    scientists, 
seoacd   to   find    their   assertions  vis- 
a-vis  'mental    illness"   Soaewhat    "mad". 
Of  course,    1    anticipated    rejection 
froa  the   beginning.    Very    few   people 
read  ay   article   and   of   those  who  did, 
the  aajority  found   It  too  abstruse 
to  comprehend.    It    Is    Indeed  a  diff- 
icult   enterpme   attcapting   to  sell 

me*,    in    any    form,    to  a  group 
of  would-be  scientists.   As  well,    I 
was   aware   that,    in  general,    any   red- 
Ical  way  of  thinking  tends  to  be   la- 
acdietoly   rejected,    especially  by 
thoic    it    threatens,    and    that    it    would 
take   a    long   tine    for   the    statements 
of  Laing  and  Cooper  to  be  even   ser- 
iously   conndered.    let    alone   accepted. 
However,    knowing    thll   did   not    in    any 
way   assuage    the   dlsappolntacnt    I    felt 
When  David  arrived   in  Toronto  for 
the  conference,   ay  hope  was  that  now, 
at    last,   people  would  be  exposed  to 
a  well    articulated    statement    of  what 
constituted   "ant  I -psychiatry".    I    felt 
also   that   others    shared  my   expect- 
•tlon,    in   that    many   people  who  came 
to   the  conference,   came   looking   for 
answers  to  questions  not   found  with- 
in  the  confines   of  traditional    psy- 
chiatry.  David  was  to  be  our  guru, 
our  prophet,   the  one  to  point   the 
way  out   of  all   the  vertiginous   lab- 
yrinths of  mystification  and  sclf- 
alicnatlon    'that  man   is  heir  to'. 
What   nobody   had    foreseen,    at    least 
in    any    real    way,    was    that    David,    when 

hi   arrived,   would  be   in  an  altered 
state  of  consciousness,   vii.    -  one 
of  alcoholic   intoxication.    I   rcnen- 
ber  vaguely  reading  an  article  at 
the  tiae  of  the  conference  which  aade 
reference   to   the   fact   that    David   had 
been  Jnnking   on   and  off   for  some 
tiae.    I    naturally  disaissed   this 
fact,    and  consequently,    it   was   a  eoa- 
pletc   surprise  to  me  to  find  htm  in 
the   state    I   did. 

My  experience  with  people  on  al- 
cohol  was    relatively  nil.    and  ay   in- 
itial  response  to  David  was   stereo- 
typic   -    I    saw  him  as  a  Ban    in   great 
pain,   atteapting  to  numb  that  burd- 
ensoae   sensation  with  an   anaesthetic. 
I    remember   seeing  him  for   the    first 
tiae   lifting  on  the  floor   in  the  door- 
way or  a  rooa  where  people  were  watch- 
ing a   film,   with   his   custoaary  black 
turtle-neck    jersey  and  his  wine  col- 
oured velvet   pants,   completely  off- 
set by  his  fiery  red  hair  and  beard 
I   aistook  his  alcoholic   state  of  con- 
sciousness for  one  of  tranquil   tran- 
scendental  aeditation.    I    recall   also 
the   difficulty  he  had   in  doing   very 
unple  things,   such  as   lighting  a  ' 
cigarette   or  walking  without    falling 
and  hurting  himsalf.    It   troubled  me 
very  deeply  to  see  hia  in  that  con- 
dition, and   I  wondered   if  that   was 
the  price  one  had  to  pay  for  the  kind 
of   radical   probing   into  the   Halts 
?'■*•»  «*o*l*dge   that    he  and   Laing 
had  been  doing   for   almost    a  decade 
*» .**.■"*  "P  *o   leave  the  room.   I 
!     "  '*   T   J""    sitting   there   with  ay 
iff  A""*d-   »•"«!  "ralgnt   at 
ale.   A  few  seconds   later.    1  was  cry- 
ing   coami)  lively    em    tka    floor,    with 
a   ft*   frieawl.  «„rmy  trylag  to  com- 
fort  a*,   m,  rmminemvj  am  so  nach  of 


the   philosopher  kinj;    in   Plato's   Re- 
public who,   having  aade  an  ascent 
froa   the  cave,    (in  which   he  and   his 
fellow  men   had   been    living),    to   ex- 
perience the  Real   world,   and   the 
brilliance  of  the    'sun',   makes   the 
descent  back   into  the  cave   in  order 
to  enlighten   his    shackled  brethem, 
and  help  then  also   turn  their  heads 
toward  the   sun.    It  was  the  process 
of   'dark   adaption'    that    I    felt   Divld 
was  experiencing,    and   was  ultimately 
the   source  of  his  pain.    Unfortunately 
as  Plato  rightfully  predicted,   he 
appeared  to  others  only  as  a   'stum- 
bling  fool'. 

I   spent   the  remaining  three  days 
of  the  conference  as  much  as   I  was 
able  to  with   David.    He  didn't   say 
very  much  to  each  other,   and   I   felt 
that   David  had  been   in  such  a  con- 
stant  state  of  flux,   having   left 
London    for   New   York,    ^j   then,    a    few 
weeks   later,    for  Toronto,   that   he 
was   having  difficulty   identifying 
anything   as   constant    within   hii    en- 
vironment.   I   hoped  that  by  staying 
with  hia   I   could  provide   some  sort 
of  continuity  for  hia.    During  those 
three  days,    I    saw  a  aan  who,    para- 
doxically, assuming  his   Intention 
was  to  numb  his  sensibilities  with 
alcohol,   was  more   in   tune  and  was 
aore   sensitive  to  what  people  were 
feeling  than  any  other  person   J   had 
ever  encountered.    I   saw  hia  nake  con- 
tact  with   people    in  a  way   that    most 
people  would  have   found  too  threat- 
ening to  their  own   self-image.    I   saw 
hia  give  to  people   and  recogniie 
their  need   for  him  when  his  need    for 
them  was  probably  just  as  great.   His 
desire  was   to   share  communications, 
not  hand  thea  down  as  an   "expert"  on 
"insanity".    He  was  as    interested    in 
what    others   had   to   say  and   commun- 
icate as  he  was   in   saying   soaething 
hiaself.    He   just    wanted  people   to   be 
real   and  actively  participate   instead 
of  passively   sitting  at   his    feet, 
ing  for  pearls  of  wisdom  to  drop 
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packaged  verbal   explanations    that 
would  be  ephemeral    and  neaningless 
and   would    leave   his   audience  untouched. 
David  chose  to  be  outrageously  non- 
verbal   in   his   coamunication,    to    live 
his   "anti -psychiatry"   rather  than 
sinply    talk   about    it.    It   was  beaut- 
iful  to  watch  hia,   but   it  was   sad 
the  way  he  was    so   instictively  dis- 
missed as  "an  alcoholic".  The   last 
nifiht   of  the   festival,   instead  of 
issuing  a   long  oration,   as   the  other 
two  speakers  before  him  had  done 
David  had  me  play  for  the  audience 
lob  Dylan's  The   Ballad   of  a  Thin  Man, 
a   thinly  disguised   anti- intellec tual  ' 
iong.    in  which  a  well   respected  and 
educated  man.  obviously  a  represent- 
ative of  one-dimensional    acadeaic 
life,    accidentally  walks    into  a   homo- 
sexual  orgy,   and  cannot,   despite  his 
intellectual    acumen    .   complete!,    grasp 
the  goings  on   --   'There',   something 
happening  here  but    you  don't    know 
-h.t   it    i»,  do  you.  Hr.   Jones'"   it 
•  as   beautifully  appropriate  and   in 
essence   underlined    the    reaction  of 
a    lot   of  people   to  tka    festival,   and 
to   that   atght    la  particular 


I   ended  up  travelling  to  Vancouver 
with  David  and  a   few  other  people, 

in    the    hope    that    there,    living    in   a 
coamune,   the  environment  would  be 
peaceful    and    if  David  were   willing, 
we  would  help  him  go   through  a  with- 
drawal  from  the  alcohol.    It   was   dif- 
ficult   at    first    and    1    knew    that    David 
was   in   a   lot   of  pain.   At   tiaes  he 
found   it   virtually   lapossible  to  be 
with  people,   as   their  conversations 
aust    have   seemed    to  hia    frivolous 
and  eapty.   So   I   would  go  with  hia 
to  his    room  and   we   would    sit    and   talk 
and   he   would    tell   me    the    funniest 
little  anecdotes,    such  as    the    tiae 
hw  went   to  Karl  Marx's  grave   in   Lon- 
don,  and  because  of  his   strong  phy- 
sical  resemblance   to  the   lattor,  was 
able    to    freak   everyone   out    at    the 
graveside   by   jumping  out    from  behind 
a   tree   nearby;    or   the  time  Juliet 
Mitchell,    the    radical    feminist    with 
whom  he    lived   foi    nearly   two   years 
in   London,   became  so  angry  at  him 
that    she    hit    him  over   the  head   with 
a  bottle    (probably    for  being    such 
a  male  chauvinist!).    1   can't   remem- 
ber  laughing  so  heartily  as    t   did 
at   that   time.    I   had  the  opportunity 
of  experiencing    so  many  of   David's 
beautiful    qualities    -    such  as   his 
fairness  and  generosity,   his  humour 
and   his    inexhaustible    appreciation 
for  the  arcana  of  the  universe  that 
1  would  have  been  extremely  regretful 
if    1    had   not    gone   with    hia. 

Me  took  David  through  a  with- 
drawal  from  the  alcohol   at   n   farm 
about   60  miles  outside  Vancouver.    It 
was  a  beautiful   scene:    pastoral   en- 
vironment  complete  with  snow-capped 
mountains   In  the  background.    I   saw 
David  go  through  what   appeared  to  be 
a  very  profound  death  and   rebirth. 
I    remember  his    comment    to  me   at    the 
end   of  that    week-end:    "I    feel    that 
we've  crossed  a  great   lake."   t   was 
grateful   that   1  was   able  to  bo  there 
at    a    tiae  when   he  needed    soaeone   to 
be  with  him. 


David  went   to  Washington   shortly 
after   that,    ultimately    en    route   to 
Argentina  where   friends  and  an  opp- 
ortunity   to   continue   with  his   work 
awaited   him.    He   had    apparently    left 
London   for  good.   When   I   returned  to 
Toronto.    I    immediately    bought    and 
read  his  newest   book  Death  of  the 
Family    (see   review   thi 
which    is   an   apocalyptu 


ssue.   Ed.) 


I    remember  meeting 
many  people  who  had  been  to  the  con- 
ference on  madness  and  who  had  been 
disappointed   because   all    they  had 
seemed    able   to    focus   on   was   David, 
the  alcoholic,   and  this   immediately 
turned  thea  off,   especially  as  they 
had   expected   a    lot   more    from   him, 
at    least   on  a  verbal    level.   Their 
kind  of  ad  hoainem  dismissal,   one 
which  we    are   all    warned  against    mak- 
ing  in   f.rst  year  courses  on   Logic, 
disturbed  me  because    I    suppose    I    had 
experienced  more  of  the    'n-l'   dimen- 
sions of  David  Cooper.    I  was   resolved 
to  write  the  kind  of  article   I'm 
writing  now,    in    the   hope   that    other 
people   too  would  become   aware  of  the 
multi-dimensional   David   that    I   ex- 
perienced,  and  which   they  unfortun- 
ately had  not  had  the  opportunity 

I   aust   admit   that   the  paradoxical 
nature  of  David's  alcoholisa,   his 
heightened   sensitivity    in    the    face 


of  lntoaicatii 


rith  I 


anaesthetic 


substance  was  a  aystery  to  me  at  the 
time,  and  will  always  remain  part 
so  But  when  I  begin  to  read  The  Deatl 
of  the  Family  for  a  second  tiae,  per 
haps  in  a  few  weeks  tiae,  I  will  try 
to  keep  in  ay  awareness  that,  as  he 
quietly  mentioned  to  me  one  night  in 
Vancouver  with  a  bursting  smile  on 
his  face,  the  best  parts  of  his  book 
were  written  while  he  was  la  a  State 
of  alcoholic  inebriation.  Perhaps 
you  alght  do  the   same. 

STEPHEN  TICkTIK 
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rights,  nevertheless  donned  the  lag- 
Indiv- 
idual more  subject  to  intimidation 
and  threat  by  the  USSR  as  it  en..: 
ours  to  obtain  information  detrim- 
ental to  the  Canada  than 

ved  to  be  homo- 
sexuals."  And  to  his  que- ' 
has  the  government  done  for  the 
people  of  Canada?",  Muir  (Cape  Breton 
Sydney),  to  the  applause  of  some  mem- 
bers, answered,  "Make  them  all  homos." 
And  finally,         rat*  (St.  John's 
East)  responded  to  the  issue  with 
a  complete  lack  of  concern.  "It 
'ic  s.uJ,  "a  natter  of  complete  in- 
difference to  me.  1  submit  it 
matter  of  great  Indifference  to  the 

ajority  of   Canadians;  tin;. 
could  not  care  less." 

Of  the  fifteen  Conservatives 
considered,  only  one  offered  a  fav- 
ourable response  to  the  question  of 
homosexuality.  This  was  Gordon  Rit- 
chie (Dauphin)  who  argued  that  "I  do 
not  believe  that  people  with  this 
bent  are  criminals  in  the  accepted 
sense,  and  I  think  that  homosexual 
acts  in  private  between  consenting 
adults  can  be  accepted  by  our  society 
as  reasonable".  He  did,  however,  add 


as  reasonable".  He  did,  however 
the  typical  qualification  that 


'we 


On  October  30th,  Canadians  will 
be  going  to  the  polls  in  order  to 
decide  the  fate  of  Trudeau's  Liberal 

I  |  .t  mn,  and  for  the  first 
time,  homosexuals  are  sufficiently 

•l  to  have  an  impact  on  that 
electoral  decision.  It  is  for  this 
reason  that  we  must  know  where  each 

rinds  in  relation  to  the 
country's  gay  population,  and  the 
una  of  doing  so  is  to  test 
party  reaction  to  homosexuals  in  the 
past.  Why  the  past?  The  answer  to 
tin-,  question  is  both  simple  and  ob- 
,im   to  put  the  question  now  would 
be  to  elicit  responses  based  upon 
i.-xpedicncy  rather  than  conviction. 
Analysing  the  party  positions  advanced 
by  various  MP's  in  the  1968-69  de- 
bates concerning  the  legalization  of 
private  homosexual  acts  avoids  this 
problem,  providing  in  turn,  a  good 
ition  of  pai  t >■  sentiment. 
1  have  chosen  at  random  the  arg- 
uments advanced  by  33  MP's  who  tend 
to  reflect  the  positions  taken  on 
the  issue  by  various  party  leaders. 
Moreover,  it  should  be  noted  that 
only  a  minority  of  the  264  members 
of  the  Commons  took  a  stand  at  all: 
many  concentrated  upon  the  other 
issues  raised  by  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendments  Act.  Given  this,  the  an- 
alysis offered  here  does  provide  a 
significant  indication  of  how  the 
four  major  federal  parties  view  Can- 
ada's homosexual  population. 
SOCIAL  CREDIT  ^PERNICIOUS 
The  most  virulent  anti-homosex- 
ual arguments  arose  from  the  ranks 
of  the  Social  Credit.  Henri  Latulippe 
(Conpton)  gave  clearest  expression 
to  the  theme  which  pervaded  Credit- 
istc  arguments:  "Apart  from  being 
pernicious"  he  suggested,  "the  pro- 

ini  in  this  bill  dealing  with 
homosexuality  and  abortion  will  lead 
the  nation  to  its  own  destruction." 
In  short,  gays  were  considered,  in 
the  words  of  Dumont,  to  be  mere  anim- 
als who,  refusing  "to  accept  any  res- 
ponsibility for  their  perversion... 
give  in  freely  to  their  appetites, 
proving  they  have  no  desire  to  be  rid 
of  their  passions".  These  moralistic 
sentiments,  often  based  upon  citations 
from  the  Old  Testament,  were  common 
to  the  five  Crcditiste  members  con- 
sidered and  were  claimed  by  Latulippe 
to  be  accepted  by  the  party  as  a  whole 


[BEFDRE  VDU  UDTE] 


VAT  IVES   -  DOWNGRADE  MOTHERHOOD 

The  Conservative  reaction  to  Bill 
C-1S0  was  much  more  varied  than  that 
of  the  Social  Credit,  with  the  result 
that  members  were  allowed  a  free 
vote  on  the  issue.  During  the  debates, 
two  schools  of  thought  emerged,  the 
first  of  which  was  led  by  Eric  Nielson 
I  Yukon  l  supported  by  Percy  Noble 
(Grey-Simcoe) ,  Martiel  Assclin 
(Charlevoix),  and  Walter  Dinsdale 
(Brandon-Souris) .  Nielson  inveighed 
against  the  permissive  society,  in- 
sisting that  "We  must  not  legislate 
to  permit  activities  which  are  repug- 
nant, morally  degenerative  or  socially 
destructive."  Dinsdale's  plea  for 
the  preservation  of  Canada's  moral 
fibre  injected  an  element  of  comedy 
when  he  insisted  that  "this  legisla- 
tion means  that  we  are  formally  rec- 
ognizing this  problem  and  are  down- 
grading the  role  of  motherhood  in 
this  nation.  Our  values  are  completely 
reversed,  which  indicates  the  degree 
to  which  moral  decay  has  saturated 
our  society." 

The  second  view,  evidently  accep- 
ted by  Stanfield,  was  articulated 
by  Eldon  Woolliams  (Calgary  North) 
and  upheld  by  R.  LaSalle  (Joliette), 
Walter  Carter  (St.  John's  West), 
David  MacDonald  (Egmont) ,  McCleave 
(Halifax-East  Hants)  and  F.J.  Bigg 
(Pembina) -The  prevailing  opinion 
among  these  MP's  was,  in  the  words 
of  Woolliams,  that  "we  should  not  deal 
with  homosexuality  in  the  Criminal 
Code.  This  should  be  dealt  with  as 
a  sickness  or  an  ailment.  It  should 
be  treated  from  a  psychological  or 
physical  point  of  view  by  psychi- 
atrists and  doctors."  LaSalle  actu- 
ally went  so  far  as  to  suggest  "the 
building  of  certain  hospitals  where 
the  government  would  do  its  utmost 
to  provide  the  services  of  certain 
specialists  who  could  take  care  of 
such  people."  Deeming  homosexuality 
a  sickness,  Conservatives  repeatedly 
fell  into  the  trap  of  assuming  all 
gays  to  be  pederasts,  and  often 
based  their  negative  vote  on  this 
premise. 

Some  Conservative  MP's  did  how- 
ever, present  other  arguments.  John 
Diefenbaker  (Prince  Albert),  known 
for  his  adamant  defence  of  civil 


ust  carefully  and  rigorously  apply 
the  law  in  the  matter  of  homosexual- 
ity where  attempts  to  seduce  young 
people  are  involved". 

LIBERALS  -  MORALLY  REPUGNANT 

The  fact  that  the  Liberal  gov- 
ernment introduced  Bill  C-150  and 
that  it  has  subsequently  provided 
funds  for  such  organizations  as  CHAT 
and  CGAA  in  Vancouver  has  led  many 
to  believe  that  the  Liberal  Party 
offers  the  best  alternative  to  the 
homosexual.  A  brief  consideration  of 
the  party's  position,  however,  rap- 
idly leads  one  to  conclude  that  this 
represents  a  case  of  misplaced  trust. 
First  of  all,  few  Liberal  members 
spoke  on  the  issue  at  all,  an  ominous 
sign  given  the  fact  that  the  govern- 
ment had  been  vigorously  attacked 
on  the  clause  legalizing  private 
homosexual  acts. 

More  indicative  of  Liberal  feel- 
ing however,  was  the  attitude  of 
Justice  Minister  John  Turner.  His 
argument  was  simple  and  to  the  point: 
homosexuals  are  sick  and  their  con- 
duct "morally  and  physically  repug- 
nant". But  at  the  same  time,  he  add- 
ed that  present  laws  were  unenforce- 
able and  that  i omosexuality  "is 
either  a  question  for  private  morality 
or  for  physical  treatment"  In  short. 
Turner  was  stating  that  homosexuals 
are  sick,  but  that  they  are  harmless 
if  they  keep  completely  to  themselves. 
Thus,  he  was  able  to  amend  the  Crim- 
inal Code  while  maintaining  that  "it 
may  well  be,  and  I  tend  to  think  so 
myself,  that  homosexual  acts  are  a 
cause  for  medical  attention  or  psy- 
chiatric attention.  But  when  carried 
out  in  private,  and  when  they  do  not 
affect  the  morals  of  a  minor,  they 
should  remain  outside  the  law.  The 
criminal   law  will  not  ours   th.<-." 
(The  emphasis  is  mine)  And  concom- 
itantly, his  paternalistic  tolerance 
was  emphasized  by  his  repeated  in- 
sistence that  "parliament  would  not, 
in  enacting  these  amendments,  be  con- 
doning this  type  of  conduct." 

The  fact  that  Turner  was  intro- 
ducing the  Bill  made  him  represent- 
ative, in  some  degree  at  least,  of 
party  feeling,  and  this  was  corrob- 
orated by  those  Liberals  who  did 
voice  their  opinion.  Like  the  Minister, 
nued  on  page  22 


OTldi  ivours  to  bring  a  sense  of  'taste- 
fullness'  to  the  revolution. .. it  com- 

md  blends  the  real  with  the 
surreal  depending  upon  what  you  choose 
to  call  reality  and  life...  As  I  am 
bsi  I  in  inronto,  the  news  will  be 

.  .  i]     pin  with 
tica]  Canada  dur- 

,:i  !  pre-pol  i  - 

I  also 

...  e  of  the  pi 

liave  recent  i 

to  the  aims 
\\ so  due  to  the 
from  Vancouver   - 
ibandoned   for  the 
that    city   free   to   re-form 
i  oups. .  .Toronti 
ind  only)   home  of 
■  ■ 

REALITY    LUNCHEON:    Oh,    those    glist- 
i altered  beads    -   the   aftei 
following  Gerry's  article  on  sex  be- 
tween in    last    issue's 

hi    spat  e  of  'typical' 

reactions  from  the  popular  press  (bag- 
nell  on  'nay  liberation'  followed  by 

'no  open  season  on 
Children',  and  'within  the  law')... 
lay  for  the  pre-el- 
ress  lovelies  to  ring  out 
heir  Myriad  paranoias,  the  epi- 
tope of  which  was  the  liberal-luscious 
»rd  homosexuality  as  at  least 
leap,  something  which  should  be 
accepted  by  society,  but  never  encour- 
aged" -  bagnell .  .  .  .  2nd  presurai ■ ', 

-Off  8.. 
Again  we  have  the  pastry-edged  notion 
that  the  heterosexual  ethic  is  at  the 

antra  of  the  universe  and  that 
children  are  devoid  (until  puberi 
of  sexual  stirrings. ..And  if,  by  chance 
one  finds  one's  child  playfully   en- 
gaged in  these  explorations  be" it 
with  un,  woaan,  girl  ,  boy,  lace  hankie 
rubber  duck  or  the  betsy-wetsy  doll., 
then  one  'being  a  responsible   parent' 
should  call  Bias  lily   lu  and  in  a 
burst  of  suburban  hysterics  infoni 
lily  that  "this  lavender-laced  freakin* 
Aglet  has  been  MOLtSTlNC  ay  little 


sonny-buns,  you  better  get  over  here 

,:i  him,  now!".. .  But  what 
little  sonny-buns  had  been  accosting 
this  'whatever'  (such  as  I  personally 
did,  with  older  acn,  at  the  age  of 
12/13). . .self  encouraged  sexual  rel- 
ations with  adults  as  a  scans  of  early 
sexual  exploration  (because  these 
•older  men*  had  more  finesse  -  more 
enlightenment  than  did  ay  sexist 
daliiing,  hung-up  peer  group).. 
you  know  what  else,  loveli 
IT... There  was  no  force  (let's  not 
cloud  this  issue  with  SEXUAL  FORCE  - 
the  final  refuge  of  a  sexually  confused 
society)  only  the  sexual  exploration 
that  we  enjoyed...  Of  course  there 
was  always  the  fear  of  discovery  (and 
those  that  did  discover,  I  might  add, 
remained  silent  on  the  surface  but 
were  exceedingly  vicious  to  me  per- 
sonally i.e.  "you  fucking  little  fairy, 
you  queer!")  Also  there  is  one  traum- 
mini-scandal ;  it  happened  to 
me  when  1  was  fourteen,  and  it  rem- 
ains as  the  keystone  to  my  anger  to- 
wards this  issue... At  fourteen  I  had 
been  quite  sexually  precocious  and 
quite  polysexual  in  my  choices  (mean- 
ing male,  female,  it  was  all  quite 
fascinating) .. .One  of  the  boys  that 
I  used  to  'play  with'  was  the  12  year 
old  son  of  a  poor  illiterate  family 
'who  lived  across  the  street  from  our 
hotel;  lie  was  a  tough  street  kid  who 
would  often  engage  with  me  in  fond- 
ling genitals  -  a  sort  of  a  raul 
masturbatory  thing.. .it  happened  quite 
often  until  one  day  we  had  an  argu- 
;nt  about  building  a  backyard  fort 
...he  left  angrily  threatening  to  tell 
his  parents  about  "the  things  we  did" 
and  following  this  returned  to  tell 
me  that  "the  cops  are  gonna  be  look- 
ing for  you". ..well  I  spent  a  week  Ln 
utter  panic  -  I  couldn't  eat,  I  couldn't 
think,  all  1  could  imagine  resulting 
from  this  were  the  fifties  horror 
films  of  detention  homes  for  boys 
(yes  the  fifties  paranoia  of  putt  m 
one's  juvenile  delinquent  in  one  I  <i 
those  pre-historic  reformatorys  was 
hoi  In  the  air  at  that  time).  Then 
my  mother's  grim,  rigid  march  to  the 
police  station  with  me:  "we're  going 
out,  never  mind  where  (1  knew]  we're 
going  out!"  as  she  took  me  to  the 
station  to  be  'lectured'  by  these 
plainclothes  detectives  (cops  were 
scary,  but  detectives  a  la  Jack  Webb 
were  positively  insidious)...  I  re- 
ceived a  lecture  on  sexual  morals: 
"save  it  till  you  get  older  and  mar- 
ried, if  you  get  married"  and  was 
left  with  the  feeling  that  the  rug 
was  pulled  out  from  under  me  and  that 
1  was  a  hopeless  sex-driven  monster 
...Oh  yes,  and  found  out  that  had  1 
been  16  I  would  have  been  charged 
with  buggery  (the  password,  as  I  was 
to  find  out  much  later,  to  north- am - 
erican  ant  i -homosexual  paranoia) . . , 
but  we  didn't  do  'that'  (who  would 
believe  this  fiend  anyway)  so  I  was 
shunned  via  a  hot  whispering  campaign 
and  a  year  later  our  divine  protectors 
of  pubic  law  came  to  call  on  my  mother 
to  see  if  "it  had  been  'behaving'  itself 
...so  much  for  sex  between  man  and 
boys... and  piss  on  traumatizing  laws., 
it  took  me  years  of  self-persecution 
to  get  over  that  episode... So  sexual 
crusaders,  think  about  that  one  when 
you  start  your  joyless  campaigning 
against  sex  between  men  and  boys  for 
what  starts  out  as  early  exploration 
and  awareness  can  turn  into  a  terrible 
repression  with  the  law  at  the  mor- 
alistic controls. 

FROM  THE  UNITED  FRUIT  FRONT:  Not 
only  can  we  love  our  stereotypes.  Dr. 
Rueben  (Dr.  Rueben  is  a  forgotten 
sexist  writer,  extremely  versed  in 
the  art  of  misinformed  stereotyping) 
we  can  go  one  further  and  serve  them 


THE  BODY  i 
at  our  most  divinely  decadent  buffet 
suppers.  KADDA  BANANA,  a  new  groupette, 
served  nc  this  little  bijou  of  ■  des- 
sert and  1  like  it  so  well  that  I  pro- 
mised to  pass  on  the  recipe  to  our 
readers  out  of  a  need  to  tastefully 
round  out  the  revolution:  it's  sheer 
bliss  after  dinner. .. try  it! 

HADDA'S  i.W 
After  dinner  take  a  proportionate 
number  of  bananas  for  each  of  your 
guests,  peel,  slit  lengthwi 
her  with  butter  and  sprinkle  with 
demarrara  sugar  (or  honey)  -  bake 
for  ID  minutes  at  550°  (or  until  puffy) 
remove  and  sprinkle  with  cinammon 

i  nutmeg,  serve  with  lashings 
of  whipped  cream  which  has  been  laced 
with  rum... you' 11  have  your  guests 
screaming  for  more  and  are  sure  to 
be  the  hit  of  many  a  protest  tea  so- 
cial. (P.S.  bananas  discolour  if  peel- 
ed beforehand  -  afterhand  only!) 

GROUPETTES:  The  hot  luncheonette 
faction  has  these  lovelies  to  add  to 
our  ever  growing  list  of  member- 
promise  to  be  the  most  desirous  i 
of  the  movement,  by  the  way)  IDA  l  I  VII II 
-  a  cornhusker's  delight  distilled 
with  Kentucky  fried  flashes  of  ephem 
erality. . .AMELIA  FEELIA  -  belongs  to 
the  order  of  the  fairy  ring  (an  as 
ociation  of  international  campers), 
claims  to  have  flown  united  long  be- 
fore they  discovered  the  wings  of 
man... BEVERLEY  HILLS  ...  a  recent 
suburban  import  who  bakes  lovely 
sourdough  sex  roles  for  avocado  orgies 
and  makes  a  fine  carrot  and  papaya 
punch  in  honour  of  -  you  know  who  - 
...TIIL  DL  CASTRATE  SISTERS  -  a  mel- 
ody woven  duo  who  perform  tuneful" 
numbers  with  pinking  sheers .. .they 
believe  in  giving  the  public  'a  true 
slice  of  life'  -  AND  our  secret  I  ph 
emeral  representative  at  the  Olympics, 
our  EUNUCH  FROM  MUNICH  who  broughl  B 
shade  of  lavender  to  the  gender  stan- 
dards... a  true  leader  of  the  Amir 
ynous  Stronghold. 
'OH  HELP  ML  NURSE'  AWARD.  !■■  Ml 
Rulens  of  Canadian  Gay  Activist 
liance  of  Vancouver  for  hi 
letter  to  the  Vancouver  Sun  titled 
"Gays  Don't  Condone  Child  Mole  ' 
...In  his  confused  style  Mr.  Rulens 
leads  us  up  a  very  strange  garden 
path  when  lie  states  "Most  members 
of  the  Gay  Lifestyle  are  heterosexual 
in  makeup,  not  homosexual.  This  can 
be  proved  by  any  competent  doctoi 
I'll  bet  even  your  MOTHER  doesn't 
know  that  one,  lovelies ...  Just  pan- 
cake us  up  and" 'We're  ready  for  the 
lobotomy,  Dr.  DeMille'...Real  ly  Rulens, 
that  cla_m  is  outrageous. 

CULTURE  COUNTERED:  While  in  Van- 
couver I  visited  the  CULTURE  COUNTER 
(a  L.I. P.  funded  booth  set  up  by  the 
R.  TEXCHANGE  group  for  the  interchange 
of  cultures  and  ideas)...!  presented 
this  group  with  a  copy  of  Body  Politic 
in  return  for  posters  and  postcards 
...  As  it  is,  Chairperson  Twi  has  3 
comment  on  this:  For  years  culture 
has  been  a  nasty  word... sold  under 
the  counter. . .cloistered  like  a  vice 
for  obscure  collectors. . -ridiculed 
and  shunned  by  parents  as  a  vile  per- 

Lon...but  now  the  MASSES  want 
CULTURE  and  1  say  OVER  THE  COUNTER 
AND  INTO  THE  STREETS  WITH  IT... (from 
the  'little  lavender  book',  speech 
75:  "Kulture  Vultures  and  Other  Birds 
of  Prev". . . 

SUSPECT  GAY  OF  THE  MONTH:  Pres- 
enting that  blush  of  the  counter 
culture. . .that  essence  of  pure  van- 
illa flavouring. . .Ms.  Crunchy  Granola 

.d's  first  organic  stripper... 
doing  *hat  famed  'dance  of  the  seven 
vcileu  wheat  germ  flakes... and  the 

continued  on  page  22 


G.A.T.E.    AND   THE    B.C.    ELECTlDnS 


The  August  50th  British  Columbia 
lection,  which  saw  the 
defeat  of  the  discredited  Social 
lit  Party  and  the  election  of  a 
irty  government ,  wit 
noised  the  appearance  in  Canadian 
of  gays  and  the  issue  of 
full  civil  rights  for  homosexuals 
for  the  first  time  in  the  country's 
history-  The  main  ai»  of  the  whole 
campaign  was  to  cut  across  the  myth 

">y  amendment  to  the  Crim- 
inal Code  (which  made  certain  sexual 

ictwecn  two  consenting  adults, 
in  private,  legal),  "legitimatized" 
homosexuality  in  Canada  and  put  homo 
hi  e^ual  basis  with  other 
.  The  purpose  of  the  gay 
civil  rights  election  campaign  was 
to  confront  all  the  political  parties 
!  the  candidates  with  the  issue 
of  gay  civil  rights.  Emphasis  was 
laid  on  hum. in  rights  legislation, 
fair  employment,  security  for  gay 

iers,  fair  sex  education  in  the 
schools,  an  end  to  involuntary  in- 
priionmenl  Ln  mental  Institutions, 
protect  ion  ol        ■  >  ■ 

i "grammes  to  protect 
needs  of 
■ 

1. 1  pre- 

■ 

|  Ml  1  - 
[t"     ! 

'if.- 

■ 

■ 

■  he 
from 
qui  own  kind  "  i  h  I ..  out- 
:  'hi  a  stunned 
.■in  ■  i  ■■  Brown .  .in  MDP  ■  an 
■  nod  that  she 
i   '..■  .  a  iioi  i.i.i  i  ind  should 
■  subjected  to  such  confinement, 

!  hex  ears  Ln  disbel ief. 
1       ml i  social  remarks  app- 
ear to  be  typical  of  Social  Credit 
thinking.  Grace  McCarthy,  a  then  in- 
cumbent and  now  defeated  Cabinet  Min- 
ister, walked  out  of  an  all-candidates 


Al  VAUIUUVE.K  (LtrtJKtJ  ALL  CAN- 
DIDATES MEETING  -  AUGUST/72  RANDY  KNOTT 
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the  Castle  Hotel  for  discriminating 
against  gays."  The  crowd  cheered  when 
Green  concluded. 

Another  indication  of  growing  sup- 
port for  and  understanding  of  gay 
rights  was  the  fact  that  43%  of  callers 
on  a  Vancouver  talk  show  during 
paign  supported  civil  rights  for  homo- 
Jsexuals.   Discrimination  against  gays 
I  practised  by  the  Castle  Hotel  manage - 
I  ment  dominated  the  discussion  when 
I  Maurice  Flood  was  interviewed  on  the  Ed 
|  Murphy  Hotline  show.   Several  caller! 
I  protested  the  refusal  of  government 
agencies  to  protect  gay  rights.   Oth- 
ers criticised  Murphy,  the  show's  host 
as  an  "Archie  Bunker"  and  a  "bigot" 
for  siding  with  the  Castle  management. 
GATE  activists  attended  seven  all- 
candidates  meetings  and  a  Tenants' 


SUCCESSFUL      CAMPAIGN! 


meeting  the  following  evening  after 
refusing  to  repudiate  Price's  remarks 
when  challenged  to  do  so  by  Flood. 
At  the  same  meeting,  the  Liberal 

ite   refused  to  comment  either 
rack  or  on  the  issue  of 
involuntary  confinement  of  gays. 

In  eoi  these  anti-homo- 

ponse  of  the 
public  to  the  issue  of  granting  homo- 
t  hi  l  aqua]  Lty  has  been  h< 
.  ■ 
in  publ tc 

For 

■ 

ided  on 

i it  into  the  fam- 
■  long- 
time gay  activist,  made  an  immediate 
and  powerful  response  from  the  floor, 
challenging  the  government's  hypocrisy 
and  its  record.   "The  fact  is  we  have 
no  protection  at  all.   We  can  be  thrown 
out  of  our  homes  and  thrown  out  of 
pubs,  and  we  have  two  letters  proving 
that  government  agencies  won't  do  any- 
thing. John  Sherlock,  the  director  of 
the  B.C.  Human  Rights  Commission,  told 
us  the  Act  didn't  apply  to  us  when  we 
complained  of  discrimination  practised 
by  the  YMCA,  and  now  the  Liquor  Control 
Board  refuses  to  revoke  the  licence  of 
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tin  .  and  .1 1  strib- 
uted  over  1500  leaflets.   As  well,  t lie 
gay  clubs  were  heavily  leafletted.   a 
questionaire  outlining  proposed  chan- 
ges to  provincial  legislation  was  sent 
to  all  candidates,  requesting  their 
reactions.  Responses  are  still  being 
received.   Strongest  support  seems  to 
be  indicated  by  the  NDP  candidates, 
both  by  letter  and  in  public  meetings, 
for  strengthening  the  B.C.  Human  Rights 
Act  by  providing  an  amendment  to  in- 
clude protection  from  discrimination 
on  the  grounds  of  sexual  orientation, 
in  housing,  employment  practices,  and 
in  places  open  to  the  general  public. 
GATE  will  continue  to  fight  to  make  the 
newly-elected  government  respond  to  gay 
rights  by  amending  the  Act. 

The  sight  of  several  hundred  gay 
brothers  and  sisters  stopping  every- 
thing and  reading  a  bulletin  on  the  gay 
campaign  in  the  dimly  lit  clubs  is  just 
a  sign  of  things  to  come  for  the 
Canadian  gay  liberation  movement. 
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hut  Off  Half  Of  Mr  and 
Told  He  It  Didn't 

My  sexuality  cut*  me   off 

fro«  the  women  I  most  know  end  love. 

Of  course  I  am  this  martyr 
this  polysexual  earthmother 
who  feels  and  feeds  on  life. 
But  I  lose  track  of  sunshine; 
and  the  ground  beneath  ay   feet 
is  sharp. 

I  recall  and  iaagine  froo  a  lesbian 

childhood. . . 
The  forbidding  bodiness 
of  mother  and  sister  and  grand- 
mother/ Yet  the  impact  of  their 
power  over  me. 

I  AM  YOUR  LESBIAN  DAUGHTER  COME 

HOME  TO  ROOST. 

YOU  DO  NOT  RECOGNIZE  ME. 

I  AM  AN  ANSWER  TO  YOURSELF. 


Lor.unc 


AT  THE  MIRROR 

Not  bad 
Not  bad  at  all 
Lucky  1 ' m  tall 
Enough  to  carry  this  weight 

Let's  see 
Pull  the  stomach  in  a  bit 
There... wish  the  muscles 
were  more  tightly  knit 

But .  .  . 
The  chest  is  great  though 
Massive  and  shaped  -  the  arms  too. 
Yes... there  if  I  bend  them 
just 
so 
My  shoulders  a  little  back 
-  can't  see  the  pimple  now 
Yes... 
Pret-ty  nice. . . 
Think  I've  got  the  knack 
Live  the  ol*  cock  a  little  pull 

yeah. . .twice 
as  good 
Christ  -  it's  the  cold 

There  now. . . 
Lucky  I'm  tall  enough... 
Not  bad  • 
Sot  bad  at  all. 

GERALD  HANSON 


AIR 

Air  not  anywhere 

but  what  it  does 

but  what  we  share 

of  its  everywhere,  of  its 
power  to  our  lungs 
-mere  fleshy  bellows  - 
we  doubt  not  nor  much  care 
yet  less  regard  our  human  skin, 
its  slow  diurnal  breathing 
makes  of  us  such,  sails,  such 
banners  we  to  rice  warm  winds 
from  Asia,  such  sieves  for  sighs,  for  wars 
of  half  a  sleeping  moiling  globe 
and  know  it  not ,  and  yet  our  bodies 
to  such  potent  dust  are  many  eyed 
and  tongued  to  savour  such  unbidden  feasts. 
And  if  our  breath  shall  stir 
but  briefly  hair  upon  loved  arms 
night  opened,  day  folded 
to  our  coming,  to  such 
mingling  then  we  lend  ourselves 
air  freighted,  billowed  then 
my  body  with  its  burden  of 
the  east  and  yours  perhaps 
still  fragrant  pierced 
and  somnolent  of  islands. 

GERALD  HANNON 


nandrake  cock  her 
head  balls  her 
breasts  dances 
the  dance  on  the 

river  tongue  thumb 
teeth  fingers 
lungs  wings  her 
heart  chews  her  up 


TXO  LIVLS  Kill   A  FACT 


He  the  Most  Real  in  my  world 

I  the  Most  Real  in  his, 

our  world  together  not  quite  real 

where  neither  has  the  strength 

to  any  more  than  say 

now  it  is  witu  .no 

and  hope  that  means  enough, 

resting  our  heads  upon 

each  other's 


tration*   by    '   jn  Cocteau   from 
-*on  Coctm   1956 
rittrion  Books.   Inc. 


Burton  Weiss 
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When  speaking  about  Che  awakening 
revolutionary  consciousness  of  minorities 
(Toronto,  May  29),  Harcuse  gave  specific 
mention  to  blacks,  women  and  students. 
Likewise,  in  Counter-Revolution  and  Revolt 
Harcuse 's  latest  reflections  about  the 
nature  and  status  of  the  "revolution"  and 
the  reactions  of  the  oppressive  power 
structure  -  he  discusses  these  same  groups 
without  ever  a  word  about  the  gay  libera- 
tion movement.   It  is  distressing  to  learn 
that  Marcuse  apparently  considers  our 
movement  to  be  so  insignificant  as  to  escape 
his  1971  writings.   Especially  since  many 
gay  activists  find  such  a  strong  ideologica 
base  in  Eros  and  Civilization.   Perhaps  our 
day  is  yet  to  come  -  and  even  that  great 
sage  of  political  philosophers  will  respond 
to  the  ideas  and  actions  of  our  revolution- 
ary struggle....  In  the  meantime,  I  think 
it  most  valuable  to  wander  thoughtfully 
through  Counter-Revolution  and  Revolt  -  for 
Marcuse' s  perspective  and  ideas  are  basic 
food  for  any  serious  revolutionary  homosexual 


Marcuse  minimizes  the  importance  of 
sexual  liberation  in  the  struggle  for  the 
defeat  of  fascistic  mentality.   He  agrees 
that  Nil  helm  Reich  was  correct  in  "empha- 
sizing the  roots  of  fascism  in  instinctual 
repression",    but  argues  that  sexual  libera- 
tion "can  proceed  quite  far  without  endan- 
gering the  capitalist  system  at  the  advanced 
stage.     Beyond  this  stage,   instinctual  lib- 
eration becomes  a  force  of  social   liberation, 
only  to  the  degree  to  which  sexual  energy  is 
transformed  into  erotic  energy,   striving   to 
the  mode  of  life  on  a  social,  polit- 
ical scale."     In  reference  to  the  radical  im- 
plications of  the  Women's  Liberation  Movement, 
he  is  careful  to  refer  only  to  those  efforts 
which  do  not  equate  liberation  as  a  situation 
in  which  women  share  equally  in  "the  repres- 
sive features  of  male  perogatives.   The  ascent 
of  Eros  over  aggression,   in  men  and  women, - 
■rule  dominated  civilization  would  mean 
isatiem"  of  the  male."     This  term 
JUggestS  the  negation  by  the  male  sex  of  the 
traditional  sexual  political  role-playing. 
Is  this  not  another  way  of  expressing  a  prin- 
ciple aim  of  gay  liberation?  Reflecting  back 
tiJ  Lros  and  Civilization  (1954),  with  its 
explicit  statements  about  repressive  society 
and  the  behavioural  expression  of  "perversions 
it  is  curious  to  see  Marcuse  still  talking 
"around"  homosexuality  without  ever  acknow- 
ledging the  minority,  which,  by  virtue  of  def- 
inition, challenges  the  oppressive  sexual  pol- 
itics necessary  for  the  organization  of  one 
dimensional  society. 

The  same  chapter  from  Eros  and  Civilization 

inspired  Dennis  Altman's  statement  that  the 

challenge  to  conventional  norms  represented  by 


■ 

and  the 

GAY 

REVOLUTION 


reflections   on 

COUNTER-REVOLUTION     and 


the  homosexual  "  make  him/her  a  revolutionary' 
homosexuals  we  are  defined  by  our  sexual  and 
expressions  contrary  to 


REVOLT 


emotional  behaviour 


the  experiential  limits  of  repressive  bourgeois 
society.  Our  status  as  gay  is  achieved  only 
through  social  interaction  -  through  the  out- 
ward expression  of  what  we  feel  inside.  Our 
degree  of  revolutionary  embodiment  is  a  func- 
tion of  openness  and  community.  Action  is 
the  potent  essence  of  revolution  -  once  we 
step  outside  that  closet  door  to  express  our 
love  -  we  are  making  revolution.   As  Gerald 
Hannon  has  argued,  sex,  by  its  very  nature 
is  "exploratory  and  community  oriented." 
Homosexual  behaviour  in  the  closed  society, 
in  the  society  which  is  constantly  imposing 
new  experiential  barriers  on  everyone  through 
sterile  technocracy  and  its  "modern"  life- 
style, steadily  increasing  the  extent  of  vi- 
carious living  while  decreasing  and  stulti- 
fying human  communications  -  everyone  boxed 
into  nuclear  family  living  and  role  playing 
-  is  indeed  breaking  the  chains  at  the  root 
of  human  oppression.  The  real  point  about 
revolution  is  to  spark  an  ongoing  growth  of 
the  individual  -  challenging  both  inner  and 
outer  oppression.  Once  Mind-Body  awaken  from 
the  sleep  of  their  brainwashed  reality,  peoplt 
will  begin  to  realize  their  power  -  The  Power 
of  the  People  -  the  energy  of  imagination  and 
action  latent  in  every  individual.  "The   «n- 
npatum  of  ooneoiouanees  ie  still  the  primary 
talk.     Uvthout  it,  all  emancipation  of  the 


from  Eros  and  Civilization 
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PAGE  9 
senses,   all  radical  activism,    remains   I 
self-defeating.     Political  practice  still 
depends  on  theory   (only  the  Establiehment  can 
dispense  jith  it!)    :  on  education,  persuasion 
-  on  Reason!" 

So  where  does  one's  revolution  begin- 
within  the  individual  or  through  actions 
which  effect  the  whole  of  society?  Social 
consciousness  and  the  eventual  commitment  to 
a  political  movement  begin  as  a  personal 
attempt  to  establish  one's  philosophical  rela- 
tionship with  the  rest  of  the  world.   From 
my  own  experience  it  seems  rather  imperative 
that  one  be  involved  in  bothaspects  of  the 
liberating  struggle,  less  one  becomes  incap- 
acitated by  an  obsessive  "introspection" 
philosophy  -  without  ever  challenging  one's 
internal  status  quo  through  experiential 
confrontation  with  the  oppressive  nature 
of  social  reality;  or  becomes  so  involved 
in  the  dogmatic  rhetoric  of  a  social  analysis 
which  concentrates  on  the  economic  and  govern- 
mental structure  without  ever  considering 
one's  own  conditioned  oppressive  sexual  pol- 
itical make-up.   Either  path  reflects  an  over- 
riding personal  search  for  ego  security.   The 
purely  introspective  approach  really  never 
proceeds  very  far,  since  without  confronta- 
tion with  external  reality  to  stimulate  con- 
trasting experience,  the  perspective  remains 
one  of  perpetual  self-reinforcement.   The  old 
economic-political  oriented  movements  inevit- 
ably perpetuate  patterns  of  sexual  politic 
oppression  either  by  negating  or  minimizing 
sexual  politics  in  their  social  analysis.   So 
many  would-be  revolutionaries  cling  to  such  a 
static  world-view  -  after  all  it's  much  easier 
to  find  fault  with  the  external  world,  than  to 
direct  one's  questioning  inward  for  a  critical 
re-evaluation  of  self.   Marcuse  describes  just 
rampant  "false  consciousness"  is,  within  the 
NEW  as  well  as  OLD  LEFT,   lie  explains  that 
much  of  the  NEW  LEFT  has  distorted  Marxian 
theory  through  ritualization.   Rather  than  em- 
bracing the  essence  of  Marxism  as  a  process  of 
social  analysis,  left  groups  find  definition 
through  various  fetishism  of  concepts  "used 
to  analyze  19th  and  20th  century  capitalism. " 
Both  the  Women's  Liberation  and  Gay  Liberation 
Movements  had  to  be  created  because  of  the 
failure  of  the  NEW  LEFT  to  embrace  a  rev- 
olutionary perspective  which  concerned  itself 
with  sexual  politics  as  well  as  with  the  op- 
pressive institutional  superstructure  -  while 
realizing  their  vital  relationship.  This 
dynamic,  which  speaks  about  the  need  for  both 
personal  and'social  liberation  will  be  the 
revolutionary  base  of  the  future. 

Perhaps  Marcuse's  neglect  to  include  gay 
liberation  in  his  discussion  has  something  to 
do  with  the  relative  newness  of  the  movement 
and  with  the  reality  that  many  gay  organiza- 
tions only  want  legal  equality  so  that  we  can 
fit  into  the  present  system  -  rather  than  start- 
ing from  an  analysis  which  identifies  our  op- 
pression as  intrinsic  to  the  present  socio- 
political structure,  and  working  for  the  cre- 
ation of  a  new  society.   The  material  needs  of 
workers,  black  and  brown  minorities,  women  and 
gays  perhaps  can  be  silenced  by  a  few  civil 
rights  and  access  to  a  few  more  material  lux- 
uries.  Whether  we  succeed  in  making  gay  lib- 
eration a  revolution  of  human  needs  and  values 
-  or  whether  we  too  blend*  into  the  land  of 
middle-class  zombies,  still  remains  to  be  seen. 
We  speak  more  of  the  need  for  greater  freedom 
of  physical,  emotional,  and  intellectual  com- 
munications -  and  for  a  humanistic  value  system 
predicated  upon  love  -  in  a  time  when  the  bank- 
rupt ideology  of  the  present  system  breeds  not 
only  discontent  but  also  a  quest  for  a  new  mode 
of  being.   Whatever  our  place  in  the  revolution, 
historically  we  have  a  social  function  which 
Paul  Robinson  (in  his  interpretation  of  Marcuse 
in  The  Freudian  Left)  described  as  "analogous  to 
that  of  the  critical  philosopher."  Even  in  our 
oppression,  we  the  most  subversive  of  minorities, 
remain  a  reminder  of  a  potential  dimension  of 
freedom  in  everyone. 

Jearld  Moldenhauer 

COUNTERREVOLUTION  AND  REVOLT,  by 

Herbert  Marcuse.  Beacon  Press, 

Boston.  In  Canada  by  Saunders  of 
Toronto.  1972 
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^^news  of  the  gay  ^  -  - 


TORONTO 
Notes    From    The     Bagnell     Closet.. 

The  euphoria  of  Gay  Pride  Week 
L„  Toronto  was  suddenly  punctured  on 
Wednesday,  August  23rd,  when  Kenneth 
Bagnell.  a  regular  columnist  in  The 
Globe  and  Hail,  chose  to  give  vent, 
for  the  second  time  in  two  months, 
to  his  personal  misgivings  about  ho- 
mosexuality. Entitling  his  column 
■Gay  Liberation',  he  proceeded  to 
demonstrate  by  innuendo  and  select- 
ive quotation,  aided  by  extensive  re- 
search (i.e.  two  phone  calls),  that 
The  Body  Politic  was  an  organ  ot  LtlAi 
supported  by  federal  funds,  and  that 
CHAT  was  encouraging  homosexuals  to 
"exploit  children"  and  "seduce  young- 
sters". 

Bagnell  was  reacting  specifically 
to  a  month-old  article  by  Gerald  Han- 
non  in  issue  "5  of  The  Body  Politic 
called  "Of  Men  and  Little  Boys"  lp.3), 
3  discussion  of  childhood  sexuality 
and  consenting,  non-coercive,  non- 
exploitative  adult/child  sexuality. 
Finally  admitting  the  prejudice  that 
had  so  evidently  informed  (or  misin- 
formed) the  column  throughout  -  that 
homosexuality,  to  him,  was  "at  least 
a  handicap",  never  to  be  encouraged, 
Bagnell  ended  with  a  call  for  the 
Federal  Minister  of  Manpower  to  in- 
vestigate this  blatant  misuse  of  LIP 
money . 

CHAT,  upon  the  threat  of  a  libel 
lawsuit  against  the  Globe  and  Mail , 
lined  for  a  letter  to  refute  the 
is  of  the  column.  The  letter  ap- 
peared  on  Friday,' August  25th  and 

fully  catalogued  the  facts  of 
the  matter  and  exposed  Bagnell 's 
shoddy  research  into  the  relation- 
ship of  the  paper  to  the  organisat- 
ion. The  issue  was  thus  initially 
one  only  of  guilt  by  association  of 
the  two  groups  and  the  threat  to  the 
government  funding  for  CHAT'S  social 
service.  This ,  however,  was  immediat- 
ely superceded  by  an  even  more  seri- 
ous issue:  freedom  of  speech,  the 
right  of  any  individual  to  explore 
any  topic  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  law,  coupled  with  the  revelation 
of  an  anti-homosexual  reaction  in  the 
straight  press  so  vicious  and  so  un- 
expected that  only  confusion  in  our 
ranks  could  initially  be  mustered. 
The  change  occured  the  following 


day  when  lead  editorials  appeared 
in  both  the  Globe  and  Mail  and  the 

" Innuendo  waT  discarded 


The  Globe 


Toronto  Star, 
for  outright  accusation, 
editorial,  titled  "Within  the  Law? 
sounding  suspiciously  like  an  anon- 
ymous Bagnell  column,  declared  that 
"the  homosexual  seduction  of  a  child 
is  a  loathsome,  pernicious  thing  , 
(is  one  to  assume  that  heterosexual 
seduction  is  not?)  and  that  the  mor- . 
ality  squad  was  investigating  the 
possibilities  of  prosecution.  The 
Star  editorial,  "No  Open  Season  On 
Children",  went  even  further  and 
threatened  the  rescinding  of  the  19- 
69  amendments  of  the  Criminal  Code 
legalizing  adult  (over  21)  consenting 
homosexual  acts  in  private.  It  threat- 
ened the  loss  of  the  supposedly  mult- 
itudinous freedoms  which  the  changes 
bestowed  and  worried  that  the  flush 
of  magnanimity  which  had  animated 
the  change  was  obviously  ill-advised. 
Why?  Because  "homosexuals  are  using 
their  freedom  from  prosecution  as 
adults  to  jeopardize  children"  and 
"gay  liberation  groups  are  persist- 
ing in  this  pernicious  propaganda." 
Both  statements  are  unqualifiedly 
false:  one  writer  explored  the  topic 
and  all  homosexuals  were  accused  and 
threatened  with  legal  retaliation. 
Conveniently  ignored  was  the  fact 
that  even  Hannon  makes  clear  "when 
a  child  is  violently  forced  into 
sexual  compliance,  the  crime  is  one 
of  assault  and  should  be  dealt  with 
as  such  by  the  law." 

The  executive  of  CHAT  and  the 
Editorial  Collective  of  The  Body  Pol- 
itic  each  met  and  determined  how  best 
to  respond  to  the  new  and  more  mal- 
icious attack.  Gerald  Hannon  and  the 
collective  each  issued  letters  to 
the  press.  Hannon  reiterated  the  leg- 
itimacy of  his  views  concerning  adult 
child  sexuality  and  the  nuclear  fam- 
ily, and  denied  advising  exploitation 
or  molestation.  The  letter  of  the  Ed- 
itorial Collective  stressed  the  right 
of  free  speech  and  pointed  out  the 
wilful  confusion  by  the  straight 
press  of  counselling  (to  commit  a 
crime)  and  analysis  (of  oppression 
and  sexuality).  The  collective  also 
upheld  "the  affirmative  and  positive 
nature  of  all  consenting  sexual  com- 


munication." The  letters  appeared 
on  Saturday,  August  26th,  in  the 
Globe  and  Mail. 

CHAT's  executive  chose  to  deal 
with  the  crisis  differently  and  in 
so  doing  initiated  a  polarization  of 
views  within  the  movement  which  may 
have  far-reaching  effects  for  some 
time  to  come.  CHAT  issued  a  press 
release  at  a  press  conference  which 
m^mm^BJJtM*MBBM  .  .   -» *-*" 


Peter  Maloney,  a  27  year  old  Tor- 
ontonian  and  former  assistant  to  the 
vice-president  of  The  Toronto  Stock 

nge,  lias  announced  his  candidacy 
for  Board  of  Education  Trustee  in  Ward 
Six. 

In  February  of  this  year,  Maloney 
identified  himself  publicly  as  a  homo- 
sexual at  a  Liberal  Party  policy  con- 
vention during  a  debate  with  Otto  Lang, 
former  Minister  of  Immigration.  Peter 
is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 

immunity  Homophile  Association 
of  Toronto  (CHAT). 

Apart  from  being  concerned  with 
educational  issues  generally,  Peter 
was  prompted  to  run  by  social  attit- 
udes toward  homosexuality  as  expressed 
by  people  like  Rev.  J.R.  Armstrong, 
who  is  currently  circulating  a  petition 
to  keep  homosexual  groups  such  as  CHAT 
out  of  the  schools. -"If  Armstrong  wants 
to  test  the  strength  of  his  position", 
Maloney  has  stated,  "let  him  run  against 
■e  in  Ward  Six." 

Besides  being  concerned  with  the 
.  lack  of  adequate  sexual  instruction 
iic  schools,  Peter  will  address 
himself  to  the  problems  of  the  status 
of  women  in  the  educational  system. 


and  the  job  security  of  homosexual 
teachers,  both  male  and  female. 

Anyone  interested  in  helping  Peter 
with  his  campaign  is  urged  to  contact 
him  at  961-1969. 


Reacting  to  "a  lie  seven  times  removed",  Mr. 
Gerald  Hannon  responds  with  the  "Ouip  Modest", 
photo:  J.  Moldenhauer 

opposed  the  "jeopardizing  of  children" 
and  disassociated  itself  from  Hannon's 
views.  For  many  the  move  was  a  con- 
troversial one.  The  debate  -  over 
whether  defensive  saving  of  face  was 
substituted  for  a  more  appropriate 
aggressive  confrontation  with  a  sud- 
denly declared  enemy  -  has  not  ended. 
For  comic  relief,  although  wear- 
iness and  anger  had  long  since  dul- 
led our  risibles,  on  Monday,  August 
28th,  The  Toronto  Sun,  the  city's 
yellow  journal,  editorialized  on 
'Body. Politic' .  Strangely  quiet  dur- 
ing the  previous  week,  they  now  eag- 
erly trumpeted  an  "1  told  you  so" 
and  flailed  at  LIP  grants,  homosexuals 
adopting  children,  and  a  Toronto  Gay 
Action  pamphlet  which  they  hoped 
would  further  incriminate  the  gay 
community.  The  Sun  asserted  that  gay 
lib  leaders  could  not  distinguish 
between  tolerating  something  and  con- 
doning it.  To  the  contrary,  they  have 
never  doubted  which  attitude  they 
demand  of  society.  Unfortunately, 
the  actions  of  the  straight  press  in 
that  week  graphically  illustrated  that 
neither  really  exist  in  Toronto. 

POSTSCRIPT:  Kenneth  Bagnell  met 
with  George  Hislop,  Pat  Murphy  and 
Peter  Maloney  of  CHAT  two  weeks  later. 
At  the  'eminently  civilized'  encount- 
er, Mr.  Bagnell  began  the  long  pro- 
cess of  personal  re-education  which 
may  eventually  lead  him  to  understand 
the  inadequacies  of  his  Maritime  mor- 
ality. 

ED  JACKSON 
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TRANSSEXUAL  SEMINAR 

On  Saturday,  Sept.  16th  at  7  p.m. 
the  Association  for  Canadian  Trans- 
sexuals (ACT)  held  its  second  annual 
Transsexual  Seminar  at  the  CHAT  centre 
at  58  Cecil  Street. 

The  event  was  highlighted  by  the 
presence  of  Zelda  Suplee  from  the 
Erickson  Educational  Foundation  in  New 
York.  The  Erickson  foundation  concerns 
itself  with  many  controversial  topics, 
and  attempts  to  assist  the  transsexual 
person  in  as  many  ways  as  possible. 
Ginelle  Nash,  president  of  ACT, 
spoke  briefly  on  the  topic  of  trans- 
sexuality,  outlining  the  difficulties 
the  transsexual  faces  in  contemporary 
society.  Ms.  Suplee  outlined  the  sur- 
gical procedures  necessary  to  alter 
the  gender  to  suit  the  psychology  of 
the  person  involved,  and  further  dis- 
cussed the  difficulties  that  attend 
every  step  of  a  transsexual's  trans- 
formation. 

Coffee  followed,  and  those  who 
attended  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  to  question  the  transsex- 
uals on  various  aspects  of  their  con- 
dition. 
ALL  ABOUT  CHAT 

CHAT  has  learned  that  its  Local 
Initiative  Program  [LIP)  grant  has 
not  been  extended.  The  projects  were 
originally  intended  to  terminate  Sept. 
30,  but  the  government  decided  on  a 
two-month  stop-gap  extension  until 
December  1,  at  which  time  a  completely 
revamped  program  will  begin.  At  first 
the  extensions  of  31  projects  in  Tor- 
onto were  rejected,  but  vigorous  and 
organized  lobbying  led  to  the  reversal 
of  that  decision  on  all  but  CHAT,  The 
Process  (.Church  of  the  Final  Judgement), 
and  Storefront  (the  chief  organizing 
force  for  Toronto  projects).  It  is 
obvious  that  it  is  a  political  decis- 
ion to  drop  only  controversial  or 
troublesome  projects  and  CHAT  is  det- 
ermined to  challenge  it.  They  are  in 
the  process  at  press  time  of  preparing 
a  brief  to  send  or  take  to  Ottawa 
which  will  be  bulging  with  support 
letters  from  agencies,  lawyers,  psychi- 
atrists and  individuals,  as  well  as 
extensive  statistics  and  information 
on  CHAT's  social  service.  Sources  in- 
dicate that  it  is  quite  a  powerful 
document . 

The  termination  of  the  federal 
subsidy  raises  the  issue  of  alternate 
funding  for  CHAT's  telephone  and  couns- 
elling service.  A  competent  staff  of 
seven  has  been  assembled  and  some  means 
of  financial  support  is  necessary  to 
maintain  this  important  aspect  of  the 
organization.  Plans  are  afoot  to  begin 
a  search. 

CHAT  has  also  learned  that  it  must 
vacate  its  headquarters  at  58  Cecil 
St.  Attempts  to  meet  all  the  rigorous 
municipal  requirements  for  a  private 
club  or  community  centre  were  unsuc- 
cessful, in  particular  enough  parking 
spaces.  The  church  has  been  sold  to 
interests  who  wish  to  transform  it 
into  a  Canadian  Indian  Community  Centre. 
And  so  the  dreams  for  the  grand  old 
building  with  its  campy  chandelier 
and  lofty  dome  must  be  discarded.  Sev- 
eral possibilities  for  a  new  office 
and  centre  are  being  considered  and 
the  move  may  occur  at  any  time. 

The  August  Bagnell  crisis  has  pre- 
cipitated a  much  needed  policy  conven- 
tion, prefaced  by  several  weekly  work- 
shops in  which  the  membership  has  a 
chance  to  voice  its  views  on  what  the 
aims  and  purposes  of  CHAT  should  be. 
The  board  will  collate  all  the  prop- 
osals and  at  a  general  meeting  the 
final  policies  will  be  hammered  out. 
CHAT  is  "at  the  crossroads".  It 


has  made  many  naive  mistakes  and  was- 
ted its  energies  foolishly.  Those 
most  involved  are  still  hopeful  that 
the  very  different  organization  which 
may  emerge  will  be  able  to  serve  more 
people  more  efficiently. 


MR.  HERBERT  SPIERS,  FEBRILE  AT  THE 
SELECTRIC,  CONTRIBUTES  HIS  TALENTS 
TO  THE  PRODUCTION  OF  THE  BODY  POLITIC. 
WESTERN  GUARD  IN  JAIL 

Last  May  4th,  a  public  forum  on  The 
Myth  and  Reality  of  Homosexuality  at 
the  St.  Lawrence  Centre  was  disrupted 
by  members  of  the  Western  Guard,  a 
right  wing  extremist  group,  who  heck- 
led and  sprayed  the  hall  with  a  sub- 
stance similar  to  pepper  gas  before 
fleeing. 

Justice  moves  slowly  in  these  mat- 
ters, but  two  of  the  people  involved, 
Geza  Matrai  and  Maria  Benes  were  fin- 
ally apprehended  and  charged  with 
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"spraying  a  volatile  substance".  On 
Wednesday  Sept.  27  the  two  were  con- 
victed and  each  sentenced  to  60  days. 
The  testimony  of  several  CHAT  members 
helped  to  make  the  conviction  possible 
which  suggests  that,  in  Toronto  at 
least,  harassment  of  gay  people  no 
longer  pays  off. 

NATIONAL     GAY     ELECTION 
COALITION 

Responding  to  a  suggestion  from 
Vancouver's  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equal- 
ity (GATE),  sixteen  gay  organizations 
have  formed  the  National  Gay  Election 
Coalition.  NGEC's  activities  are  being 
co-ordinated  in  Toronto  by  Toronto  Gay 
Action.  A  questionnaire  and  covering 
letter  are  being  sent  to  every  federal 
candidate  throughout  the  country.  In 
conjunction  with  this  effort,  candid- 
ates will  be  confronted  in  their  rid- 
ings regarding  their  position  on  gay 
rights.  Already  Robert  Stanfield,  Pro- 
gressive Conservative  leader,  respond- 
ing to  questions  put  to  him  by  GATE'S 
Maurice  Flood, has  stated:"!  just  have 
to  tell  you  frankly,  very  bluntly,    that 
I  want  to  leave  the  laws    (aTfecting 
gays)  where  they  are. " 

Once  enough  responses  have  been 
obtained  and  tabulated  their  results 
will  be  released  to  the  press  and  the 
various  gay  communities  throughout  Can- 
ada. Each  region  of  the  country  is  be- 
ing co-ordinated  by  respective  gay  or- 
ganizations, and  further  information  is 
available  from  them  (phone  numbers  are 
listed  on  the  Community  Page). 

The  significance  of  the  coalition 
is  at  least  twofold:  one,  our  presence 
as  organized  gays  will  become  known 
within  the  political  arena,  and,  sec- 
ondly, the  very  fact  that  for  the  first 
t^me  gays  throughout  the  entire  country, 
from  British  Columbia  to  Nova  Scotia, 
have  united  their  energies  is  a  sign 
that  national  integration  of  previously 
localized  efforts  may  be  forthcoming. 
The  questionnaire  is  reproduced  below: 
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SAY  PRIDE  WEEK: 


Cay  Pride  Festival : 
Saturday,  Aug.  19.  - . 
Opening  festivities 
at  the  CIIAT  centre.. 
A  snip  of  the  ribbon 
by  H.R.H.  The  Queen 
Mother. . .a  rousing 
version  of  "Hello 
Gay  Pride  Week"  from 
the  Cecil  Street 
Aquarium  Choir. . . 
and  it  begins. . . 


GAY   PRIDE    FESTIVAL 


PRID 


...Inside  an  art  show .. .coffee  shop.. 
carnival  booths... gay  performers... 
poetry  readings...  the  Revolutionary 
Quilting  Society. . .Grossman's  Jazz 
Band  marching  through  the  building. 
In  total  a  great  gay  happening. 


seminar:  "the  open  society* 

Seminar;  "The  Open  Society"  Tuesday, 
August  ::.  Panelists  George  llislop 
of  CIIAT j  Dun  Goodwin  of  New  York  Hat- 
tachinc,  Kathleen  Itrindley  (moderator), 
Madeline  Davis  of  Buffalo  Mattachine, 
Barbara  Gittings,  noted  lesbian  organizer 
from  Philadelphia  and  Gerald  Mannon 
of  Toronto  Gay  Action.  Cittings  gives 
a  fairy  tale...  Ifannon  says  "Close 
the  churches..."  among  other  things. 
My,  such  a  reaction! 


The  position  of  CHAT  is  one  of  stron 
opposition  to  anything  which  would 
'jeopardise  children'.  CHAT  lias  nevil 
made  any  statement  which  could  be  cot 
strued  as  supporting  or  advocating 
enticement  of  children." 


George  llislop  with  the  son 
of  a  friend. 


No  open  season  on  children 

and  PREJUDICE! 


Gay  liberation 
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Gay    Pride    March 

GAY 
II  PRIDE 
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Filled  with  pride  and  solidarity  we 
-urch  through  City  .tall  Square... 
and  then  along  Queen  St .   back 
to  the  CHAT  Centre.  Thanks  to  the 
ouny  jroups  froa,  out  of  town  who 
supported  us  in  this  action. 


... 
■ 

■■■■  tall) 
e rone e  bet woon 
CIIA1   and   rh«  Bod)    Politic,    Pa.  ui<  i  i 

■ 
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Gay  Pride  heck... a  greater  test  of 
our  gay  pride  than  any  one  could  have 
possibly  foreseen...  The  effects  are 

Did  Gay  Pride  win 

HUGH    limns M  R 


1  to  I  den 


still  being  felt 
out?   He  hope  so 


OTTAWA 


-jy   ,  i,    printing, 

-.atior.,    counselling 
mrA  rrr  ••  relating  to  ho- 

.ill   be  provided  both  on 
■  isrs   and  by   telephone.    In  pro- 
.    the  centr 
M„,t,  with  the  Pestaloin 

.    the  Ottawa  Dif- 
r.   and  an  Ottawa   lawyer 
j   to  provide    legal   advice. 
11   open  fro*   7  pai  to 
10  pa  'fid   froai  2  pa  to 

'   pa  cm   Saturdays   and  Sundays.   The 
telepi  Itially 

!  .ring  these  hours, 
but   additional    service  hours   will   be 
rfian  a  greater  number  of 
EMM    i*   recruited. 
The  new  GO  centre    is  a   seed  of 
Cay   Liberation    in  Ottawa.    Everyone 

Duraged  to  drop  by  and  get    in- 

MONTREAL 

■  '-mber    28th, 
pie  net   to  discuss  the 

.    t  ish 
ir  George. 
I    H.   »ay  also  be  starting   again 
and  the    ice  ling    is   that   they  nay  be 
able  to  work   together. 
VANCOUVER 
MM  GAY    UN  INTERS  I TY  CROUP 

Gay  Liberation  will  be  a  force 
to  be  contended  with  at   the  the  Un- 

>lumbia  this 
year.  A  new  group  has  just  formed, 
tentjT  nj    itself  the  Gay 

People  -I    UK,   which   is   addressing 
itself  squarely   to  the  needs  of   stu- 
dent gays  to  struggle  for  their  basic 
rights. 

A  dr  it  statement , 

adopted    in  principle   at    the  group's 

meeting,   puts   forward   the  need 
-Ac  friends  with  them- 
-    '      '         i         -ill  Ity,    and 
the  necessity  of  educating   straights 

idic- 
ppose 

. 
gay   lie^    found    in   text -books   or  courses. 
The  group   is   for  a  gay   studies  prog- 
ramme. 

Mill  be  put  to  the 

next   meeting   include:    a   regular   social 

n|   •    to  bo   held  on  campus 
a   positive    .tHcrn.it  ivc    to   the   club 


it    the  University  of  Buffalo 

reforms    in   i 

red   to   the  gay  coee- 
as  soon   as   progress   can  be  developed. 
ed  on 

U    rights  amendment    to   the   Buf- 
ty   charter  and  pris 
.cw  York  State  pri- 

GLS  has  established    liaison   a 
the  Gay   Law   Students   Association  of 
Glendale,   California,   which   includes 
law   students   from  U.C.L.A.  .   University 
of  Southern  California.   Loyola  U-, 
Southwestern  U. ,   University  of  San 
Diego  and  the  University  of  San  Fer- 
nando. 

GLS  will  be  a  member  of  the  Sew 
York   State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organi- 
zations  and  will   work   closely  with 
the  Hattachinc  Society  of  the  N 
ara   Frontier. 
ANN  ARBOR 
ANN  ARBOR  GAY   RIGHTS 

On  July    10th/72   the  Ann  Arbor 
city  council    passed   an  ordinance   am- 
ending the  city's  human  rights  code 
to  include  equal    rights   for  ga) 
employment,   housing   and   public   accom- 
odat i on . 

The  code  adds   to   the  well    known 
areas  of  recognized  bigol 
creed.  in  and 

three   new   categories:    sexual 
preference,  educational   w social 
and  marital   status. 

new   legislation  is  the  broad- 
est  of   its   kind    in   the   United   States. 

SAN      FRANCISCO 

SCHOOL  BOARD  SUED 

The  Society  for  Individual  Rights 
(SIR)  has.  with  two  teachers,   several 
students,   parents   and  Robby  Rob i 
filed  suit  against   the  Novato  School 
Administration   for  preventing  Mr. 
Robillard   (a  board  member  of  SIR)    from 
speaking   to  two  classes   to  which  he 
had  been   invited.    The  American  Civil 
Liberties   Union  of  Northern  California 
is  representing  all   of  the  petit 

The   groups   arc   alledging   that    the 
administration  violated   the   first    and 
fourteenth  amendments     -   the  rights 
to   free   speech  and  association   -   .md 
section   •  10611   of  the  California  Ed- 
ucation Code  which   guarantees   to   stu- 
dents  their   rights   of   free  expression 
--ociation. 

Attendance  at   the  lecture   in  ques- 
tion had  been  optional    for   the  stud- 
ent with  written  permission  from  par- 
■ 


THE   WOY   POL1T1 
The  ACLXI  action   requests   a  court 

refused 
pmml    at    the   school. 
CULVER     CITY.  CAL. 

['ENTS.    FACULTY    »E 

For  the  first  time,  gay  students, 
faculty  and  staff  have  moi 
local  ■  on  individual 

campuses  to  form  a  region  wide  org- 
anization known  ai  lents 
Council  of  Southern  California  , 
The  GSC  was  formed  during  the  Spring 

■1  gay  groups  at  S 
southern  California  colleges. 

fucrc  are  now  13  member  groups 
of  GSC  drawn  from  gay  student  unions 
throughout  southern  California.  In 
addition,  new  groups  are  forming  in 
at  least  S  new  locations. 

GSC  is  fast  becoming  a  strong 
force  for  repeal  ol  sla- 

lion,  finding  and  preventing  discrim- 
ination by  employers,  espi 
academic  institutions,  and 
LAB  gay  students  and  faculty  with 

at    Ida 
community , 
WASHINGTON.  D.C. 

BAKER  MARRIAGE  VETOED 

An  appeal  design'  Ion  ho- 

moscxu  i 

the  Supreme  Court  on  October  10 
■ 

■ 

'    i  v  i  1 
Liberties    Union    ior    two    honosoi 

nd  James  McConncl 1 
request    for   a    licence  was   turned  down 
in    1970   by   the  count)    Clark,    but     last 
year  they   obtained  ,,    fllue 

Earth    County    and   ware   married    by   a 
United   Methodist    mm  I 

The  appeal  claimed  the  fundamental 

right  to  marriage  cannot  be  denied  by 
the  state  on  the  basis  of  homoM 
j hat  i  Lnd  of  mejji ing,  thi 
is  prohibited  by  the  9th  Amendment's 
of  privacy. 
The  court  acted  unanimously  in  re- 
jecting the  appeal.  The  Minncso' 
prcmc  Court  ruled  ■•.  ■  <    and 

McConncl I 's  constitutional  argument 
last  October. 


ARGENTINA 

Argentina's   first   gay   liberation 
group  has   sprung  up   in   the    face  of 
an  oppressive  military  dictatorship 
which  has  marshalled  the   lives  of 
Argentinians   for  the  past    five  years 
and    includes   complete   suppression  of 
the   gay  community.      F.L.H.    (!-' rente  de 
Liberacion  homosexual)    has   begun   by 


scene,   and   a  place  where   student   gays  THE  EPHEMERALS 

•  ill  be  able  to  come  together;  andoi  tytm  Sew  tears  Party)  at  the  Vancouver  Heat  Odeon groupettee,   from  left 

semen t   of  the  National   Gay  I  !  Twilight   Rose,   Tilta  Khirl ,   Twinkle  Twot   and  Ruby  Tuesday the  person 

plans  to  question  "^  bailee  presence  and  depression  expression  is  Dan,  the   theatre  manager. 

candidates  who  come  to   rallies  on  Cam- 
bringing  of   speakers   and 
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mnuj 
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Flood   from  GATE  ques- 
■bout    gay  rights   at 
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Di  I    Mid   Lyon,  Phyllis. 
Lesbian/Woman.  San  Francisco:   Glide 
Publication*,    1972.   |7.9S 
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i  jud  the  [miu  lym 
•■pact  of  the  gay   liberation  and  foa- 
tnlit   movements   on   the   Lesbian,   who 
is  beginning  to  question  the  dual 
role  and  to  weigh  openness  "against 
the  very  real  danger  to  her  person- 
hood  of  Suppressing  part  of  herself 

ll|   a   lie."  While   recognizing 
that  "coning  out"   is  still  "hazardous" 
the  authors  give  this  final  advice 
and  challenge   to   the   Lesbian: 

"YieiouB  circular  thinking 
that  has  aluaya  surrounded  and  vic- 
timised th*  Lesbian  eartnot  be  broken 
unless  more  of  us  cone  out    -.' 
open   to  disprove   the  myths  and  dispel 
.     " 
Certainly  Ms.    Lyons  and  Ms.  Mar- 
tin have  worked  diligently  and  coeb- 
cndably  to   this   end.   They  remind   the 
reedei   that   the  Lesbian  is  first  of 
all    a   person,    secondly,    a  woman;    and 
only   thirdly,   a   Lesbian.   Many  of  the 
stereotypes  built  around  the  Lesbian 
are  based  on  the  false  assumption  that 
she   is    first    and   foremost    sexual    m 
dll    her   thoughts,   desires   ano1    actions. 
The   fact    is.    her   sexuality,    like   any- 
one  else's,    is  only  one   facet   of  her 
I",  mr      )hC   has   hang -Up  s    in   this   area, 
as   do  her   heterosexual    sisters,   ex- 
periencing   the   same  oppression  and 
■■■    they   do.    with   the   added 
■rising  from  her  sexual  pre- 
ference for  women.   A  Lesbian  relat- 
ionship   is   not   just   sexual,    then,    it 

'   "psychological,  emotional  and 
Spiritual     Involvement   between   two   wo- 
ttractcd   to  each 
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1   chapter  of  the  book 
reads  like  a  Manifesto,   raising  the 
spirit  to  an  almost  militant  pitch. 
In   its   vibrant   demand   for   liberation, 
it    is  liberating  in  itself.    It  strong- 
ly chides  representatives  of  today's 
institutions    (particularly   the  Church 
and  professional   associations)    for 
their   tokenism,   their  bland   and   tent- 
ative statements  that  only  serve  to 
perpetuate  the  lies,  myths  prejudice 
and  bigotry.    It   warns  that   homosexuals 
are  getting   impatient    -   they  won't 
settle  for  "tolerance"  or  halfway 
measures. 

This  final  challenge  and  charge 
goes  out  to  society: 

"...homosexuality  is  not  so 
mteh  the  Lesbian's  preblstt  ae  yaitrm. 
It  uould  be  no  problem  to  her  if  you 
cculd  understand  that  homos.-. 
is  as  natural  to  her  as  heterosexual- 
it^  may  be  to  you  and  that  her  prob- 
lems in  dealing  vith  her  sexuality 

"■  -■  from  her  hones-  x  ■ 
but  are   the  manifestations  of  your 
oppressive   attitudes." 

This  book  to  and  about  the  Les- 
bian not  only  serves  to  foster  and 
intensify  her  Gay  Pride,   but    speaks 
also  to  and  for  the  homophile  commun- 
ity as  a  whole.    Its  message  is  unequ- 
■i    IS  GOOD.    But   most    import- 
ant  for  the  Lesbian,   it  enlightens 
and  clarifies  her  unique  position  as 
one  who  is  doubl)   oppressed  -  first 
as   a  woman,   and   secondly  as   a  woman 

On   her  behalf,    it   presents   a   strong 
demand   and   challenge   to   society:   To 
understand   her.    lo   relate   to   her    in 
terms   of  her   humanity,    her   sameness 
III  i    11  Ffen  nee  ;    Co  hi  Ip 
•    self-image 
"lhl  ":"     '"    the    ! ■ Mental    ill- 
ness concept;   to  redefine   and   re-ev- 
aluate homosexuality  "as  a  preference, 
:  i\}peneity  for  a 
■  squat  to 

and  an  a  par  yitJi  heteros^jr.  . 

■     ■  ",    I  ii   sum,   to 
grant   her  equal    rights,    full    humanity 

n   Nip,    and   the    freedom  which 
the,   along  with  all  oppressed  people, 
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Into  meaningful  d 

1  '    ''"     ''     '■■  "•   '"  i   ■•■  I  '".    this  mes- 
■  ■  iterated   throughout;    know 
yourself,   he   vourself.   accept    your- 

Uice,    though 
•et   with   endless   obstacles,    is   held 

■    Lesbian's  only  salvation 
her  only  means  of  survival  and  men-' 
tal,  emotional  well-being.   The  authors 
give  this  personal  testimony: 

•ig  eon  be  as  soul  regard- 
ing as  being     true  to  your.: 

.reelf  for  uhat  you  are 
-  a  lesbian  :  ,ur  Hft 

no  matter  uhat  the  obstaals*  or  uhat 
other  people  may  think,  vith  the  self 
tuat  uou 
rtfty  human  being  in  your 
oun  Hgh 

While  the  authors  remind  the 
Lesbian   that   her   "beingness  Joei   not 
depend  upon  other  persona  or  rule* 

tlmillng   and   defining",    they 
also  appreciate  that   the  often   has 
to   lead   a  dual    |,r.   ,n  ort,r  to 
IMt  he».ir  fro.  th.  discrimination, 
rejection   and   isolation   that    1.   her 
lot  b«.u..  of  h,r  pr,f„„,„  of 
•»e*.r  of  h.r  own   ,»,  „   ,   lovo 

if.  partner.   This  pr.f.r.nc.  i,  ,n      " 
th«    ,.tl   the   UlblM,  J       -on 

other  womaii.    T.t    it  "can  .ff.ct  K«r  * 

-"ire   life   and    inhibit   or  kill  *"* 

dreaaa,    utm,,. 

Leading  .  dual    tif.,  .  nfe  of 
pntemse.  mean*  for  the  Utbian  that 
*•   U  elm.,.  M  t*.  ilM|    f.arfuJ 
s»4  u»tl|Bt.   Al,hou|h   -Urtl4B 
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,«.!«       '  '•*'  '• lmmth  ,**"'- 

Igattom*   aiala.t    ,JlfWv,,j  ka»m»t„. 


"Lesbians  are  mothers  too"  is  an 
excellent   chapter,   depicting   the  dil 
cramas  of  the  Lesbian  who  seeks  to 
Kjin   custody   of,    and/or   raise  child- 
ren  in  a  society  where  her  competenci 
js   a   mother   is   judged   solely  on   the 
basis   of  her   sexual   preference,    nth 
no   regard   for  her  merit   as  a  person. 
The   notion   that   Lesbians  will    rear 
their  children  to  be  homoseiuji    is 
refuted:    "they   are  wholly  dependent 
to  perpetuate 


upon  hen 


;clvcs. 

thors  remind  us  that  "homo- 
ts  a  fact  of  life  which  can 
neither  be  refuted  or  denied."  All  the 
ettorts   to   stamp   it   out   through   the 
centuries  have  had   "no  effect  on   th 
incidence  of  homosexual itv 


simply 


Parents 


of   Lesbians  are  advised 
|°  cue  on  the  guilt  that  societ 
would   heap  upon   them.    ln   addition 
^tinned  agalflst   5endi    ' 

''r«h'"5  "°"E  the  psychother 
spy  route.  The  "helping  professions" 
because  of  their  ignorant  abou  Us 
blanurn  and  thei-  ' 
■  t  .  rarelv  help, 
I  Lesbl 
if  >t  is  there.  It  must'be 
If  her  parents  u« 
e  and  cont 
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want   her   to  be   a  happy 
""'buting  member  of 


University   of   Waterloo   Bookstore  12* 

OTTAWA  ** 

Ye  Market    Book  Shoppe-97   Clarence  Si 

Mm     "-.t<ire",Uniccntre,Carleton  S) 

Bookstore  University  KB 

STRATFORD  w. 

News  Depot  -   115  Downic  St.  ™ 

KINGSTON  g* 

Nonesuch  Books  -  225  Princess  St,  *=J 

SUDBURY  ® 

Bullseyc   Bookstore    -    7   Frood   St.  S) 

LONDON  |gj 

University  of  Western  Ontario  ^ 

Bookstore  j-Si 

THUHDEP.  BAY  g 

Co-od  Bookstore  -  82  South  Algoma  w^ 

QUEBEC        MONTREAL  «* 

—     Si 

Sauna  Aquarius  -   1183  Crescent  w. 

Librairie  d'Avant  Garde   -    226  est,  ™ 

rue  Ste-Catherine  ^ 

Metropolitan  News  Agency  -1248  Peel  £* 

The  Garden  -  632S  St.  Hubert  ® 

NORANDA-ROUYN  §) 

Librairie  C.E.C.  Nord-Ouest  Inc.  Q) 

l     Princioale  ^ 

QUEBEC  CITY  H) 


2S09  Telegraph  Ave. 
LONDON, 

gScompendiun  Bookshop  -  240  Camden  High  St 
SJllousaaos       Book  Shop  Ltd.   - 
S)      S  Caledonian   Rd.,- Kings   Cross 


Di  Mussing   „hat   they  see  as   the         I 

Z.Z        Liberation,   the   author.  I 

both  as  "struggling  towards  a  com-  ] 
goal:  »  society  free  from  definm.  ! 
and  cat.gorntng  p«ople  by  virtue  of  ' 
gender  and/or  s.aual  preference."  They  ' 
ring  true  as  feaxlniats  in  their  dis-  ! 
eussiona  of  male-female  role  playing.  ( 
their  put  down  of  sexist  literature  S 
their  support  of  those  who  chose  al-  t 
ternate  llf.  .tyles  In  challenge  of  g 
the  nuclear  family  and  monogamy,  «nj  S 
^nthelr  concern  when  womm  use  other  S 
•oewrn.  They  underscore  the  conclualoni  * 
Of  the   1971   KM  Comf.renc.   that   the       ? 
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■  I  tends, 

Tat*   letter   1*  mot   prompted  by 
any   uartllng  or  newtwortht    rm lat- 
itat or  i.wti     hit    I  would   Ilk*  to 
p*tt   along   •    few  observation*  on  what 
it    it    Hi*   to  be   a  gat    acllvtit    teap- 

lt*sT  by  raaaon  of 
present    employment .    j    hop*   alio   that 
ihn    letter  will    *«rve  a*   a   small    con- 
tribution  to  the   gay    lib  movement 
■Ml*    I    a*  unable   to  participate  nor* 
tangibly   In  tha  cause. 

I  have  a  cabin  for  the  Mover  on 
a  lake  about  S  ulti  froa  the  town  of 
Moui    lookout    (pop.    2700,    1/3    Indian, 

■Ufa]   and  a  bicycle  ai   sale  aeon* 
of  t  rant  portal  ton.   However,  axich  of 
■  >   time   ||   ipmt    in  reaota   Indian  Bat- 
tlements   in    tha    far   reaches  of   '. 
•astern  Ontario.   anile   Isolated  froa 
any    'T«   of  jay   1 1  fa  and  »cperat«d 
froa  my   lover,    the    life  h*i    tti   comp- 
co tat l on i     fr**h  air,   icenory  and  wiid- 
Ufa    sight*   and    toundt    that    any  ecol- 
ogy or  "hole   earth   type   would  envy. 
Plu*   there    n  an   "Indefinable"  edge 
to    living   here,    a    tense   of  adventure 
and   freedom  and   altvones*    lacking   in 
(tore  controlled   and    artificial    envir- 
onment!.    The    orientation    of    the    local 

people   it  unreaitt Ingly  heterosexual , 
of  course,    with   the   pioneer  ethic  of 
filling  up   the   wilderness    Kill    ref- 
lected  in  the  very   large  families. 
T)ie  one  and  only  t  lac   I   have  heard 
the  existence  of  homosexual ity    all- 
uded to   In  conversation   resulted   froa 
the  disgust  occasioned  by  the  suggest - 

.  iblin  affair  in  the  flla 
"l  Y  and  ;"  when  it  wa*  shown  here 
recently.  And  yet,  even  granting  the 
■oat  conservative  percentage,  I  must 
be  only  one  of  SO  or  to  homosexual  ly 
Inclined  resident*  of  the  town.  Othor 
signs  point  to  the  existence  of  clos- 
MIS   tec*  tigns  of  "1    tuck  cocks, 

•eel  ae  here  at    "  variety  amongst 

washroom  graf f It  1  "copies  of  TAB  are 
aold  on  the  drugstore  new  stand   (and 
■ho  would  buy  that   rancid  rag  except 
those   Interested   In  the  personal   ads), 
and  the  occasional   novel   of  the  "Mua- 
ben"  genre  appears  on  the  bookstands 
(and  au*t   sell    If  they  are   stocked). 
1    a*  fiequently    struck  by   the  hyp- 
'   'II   the  accusations  about 
i  .    coward! 
•  ■personal    and  promiscuous    to      In 
the   course  of  ay   work,    1    coae    Into 
Contact    with  many   «™  *ho   are   postod 

tlli      lUaell  i     01     I.., .,-, 

periods,   often   lefujg  , 

ol  irlavaneti  about 

J   to  gay   people    1 ii 

■  ■     'i gnJ  iad  fora 

of  marriage.    I    add   the    fact    that    a 
married  person  way  claia  for  one   long 
call   home  per  waal 

»*•    form.)    Rare    Indeed    it 

doesn't    "play   3, ,i 

Mian    I    aent  Ion 
lb(n*t   '■  i    to   the    Indian 

reserves,    I    an  often   nsLed  tilth  a 
■     ■       ■ 
hott  much   "brown  neat"    I    an   get- 
ting.   -.    . 

|tt  I 
•  -Milt    lo    laugin.     . 
•ore    lap.  i 
sex  between  two  luutan  beings. 

■       '.■!.     10 

:   . 

being  stuck   in  place 

■   ■ 

MM 

■ 
■ 

■ 

lib- 
ni  the  process. 

>ible, 

"in" 

■■aJe    the    pllgrlw. 

■ 
'    lor  the  gay  crowd 
CI    organ- 

l 

round 


Id  be  saying   I 
at  ion  haa  absolutely  nothing  to  do 
with   the  validity  or    falseness   of   the 
myth*.    When    straight    society   real  I let 
that    the    saac   hypocrisy  which  applies 
■yths,    stereotypes  and    insults   to  us, 
constrains   and    renders  hypocritical 
that   saaw   society,   then  each   individ- 
ual  will   be  able  to  be  truer  to  him/ 
herself. 

Yours   in  the  cause  of  gay 
and  people  liberation, 

Roger  Wilkes 

** 

People: 

I've  just   finished  reading  BP 
No.   S  and  have  caught  on  to  it. 

1   particularly   liked  Holdenhauer's 
Social  Analyst*  and  Gay  lib,   because 
his   use  of  "gay   lib  Jargon"    is  al- 
ways clear,   concise  and  justified. 
It's  excellent  work.' 

Thank  you  for  being  there.'  I'll 
be  waiting  for  issue  no.   6. 

h'aac  Mitheld  by  Request 

Brothers   and   Sisters, 

1    have   Just    finished   reading  your 
last  edition  of  The  Body  Politic  and 
I   have  to  congratulate  you  on   a  great 
paper.    Yours  is   the   first  gay  public- 
ation   that    I    have   seen   that    satisfies 
all  gay  people:   aalc,    feaale,   old, 
young,   black,   white  -  all   people.   So 
aany  gay  publications   spend  their  en- 
tire  tiae    (take  note  Exclusive   Hxlc) 
aaking  excuses   for  their  hoaosexuality 
and  trying  to  present   a  phony   front 
for  straight   society,    tours   is   the 
first   gay  publication   that   presents 
a  positive  alternative. 

1   especially   liked  the  articles 
"Celebrate   the   Body"  and    "Uf  Hen    and 
Little  Boys".   Both  articles  should 
be  heeded  by   straight   people  as  well 
as   gay   people. 

Keep  up  the  great  work.  My  only 
coaplaint  about  The  Body  Politic  Is 
that  I  have  to  wall  two  month*  until 
the  noxt   edition   is  out. 

Yours  with  gay   love  an 3 
pride. 

President   of  The  Zodiac 
Friendship  Society 
Saskatoon 


I>car   He*ab<  ...  ctiva, 

"Of  Men  and  Little  Bo>s' 

u>st   be   thankful    those  aea- 

i   fiuard    that    can 
read  arc   bogged   down    in   Mem   Kaapf   - 
otherwise    they  night    peddle   this 
art  It  1c  door  to  door. 

the    complexities  of   soc- 
iology and  psychology  to  others,    I 
a   content    derived    froa 
years  of  practical    experience  as  a 
dilettante,    special i: ins    *n   cliche; 

the  art  of  the  possible. 
A  hoary  bourgeois  maxim.    1    know,   but 
don't    dismiss    it.    Many    revolutionaries 
have   rccognticd    its   usefulness,    call- 
ing  it   a  "concrete  analysis  of  the 
objective   situation"    (or   is    it    an 

analysis  of  the  concrete 
situation"!,    The   analysis  which    led 
to   the   publication  of  '*en  and   Little 
Boys"  was  anything  but   concrete. 

todaj  's  Globe   (i.e.   Aug. 
JJrd)   resurrected  the  oldest  of  sup- 
.    the  wildest  of  bogeys. 

dMircB  pub- 
-    for,   but  must   you,  grat- 
uitously  provide   the   texts    for  his 

To  laaginc  that   even  an  authentic 
image  of  the  pedophile  can  today  help 
■arshall    gay    forces,    or   confuse  and 
discredit    the   opposition    (rather   than 
'      put    it   kindly. 
alvata   that   even  a  dilett- 
ante  caa  condean.   But   not   i 
didn't    Lenin   CBl 
In    a  different    context,   but 
itli    appropriate   here)    an 


Dear  Body  Politic, 

In  it >ue  no.  5.  John  Wilson  un- 
der Ccamaunlty  Form  Issues  a  challenge 
to  discuss  what  Is  the  day  to  day 
program  necessary  for  building  a  via- 
ble w  liberation  movement  In  Toronto 
(or  anywnere  for  that  natter). 

Earlier  In  the  same  Issue,  Jearld 
Moldenhauer.   In  an  excellent  article 
(although   really  Jearld,  you  do  get 
carried  away  by  the  sound  of  your  own 
voice  -  some  of  those  sentences:)  be- 
gan to  lay  the  basis  of  what  1  believe 
is  tne  correct  political   route.   It 
would  take  into  account  Narxfsm/Len- 
inism  plus  Reich  (both  of  then). 
Ha  reuse.  R.O.  Laing,  aod  most  of  the 
rignt-on  psychologists  of  the  last 
100  years  but  also  recognizes  the 
necessity  for  the  decisions  and  ex- 
periences of  TGA  members  Instead  of 
one  prograai  applied  synthetically 
from  a  text  or  from  historical  pre- 
cedent. 

Withelm  Reich's  analysis  of  the 
decay  of  the  Russian  Revolution  as  be- 
ing not  the  result  of  some  cretin 
called  Stalin  or  only  because  of  ec- 
onomic conditions   (Harx  and  Lenin  even 
decried  what  they  called   'vulgar  ec- 
onomism')  but  because  the  Bolshevik 
party  failed  to  place  in  proper  per- 
spective the  tremendous   impact  mys- 
ticism and  mass   sexual   repression 
would  have  on  the  Russian  people;  the 
kind  of  sexual  repression  resulting 
from  the  nuclear  family  that  forces 
people  to  substitute  one  father  fig- 
ure for  another:  priest,  boss.  Lenin, 
Stalin.  This  1s  no  more  1n  evidence 
than  in  Italy  where  masses  understand 
Marxism/Leninism  but  are  also  sexist, 
chauvinist  and  authoritarian. 

An  understanding  of  sexual   rep- 
ression, the  role  of  the  nuclear  fam- 
ily, now  to  recognize  authoritarian, 
repressive  traits   in  ourselves  are  not 
Just  adjuncts  to  a  knowledge  of  cap- 
italist oppression  out  priorities. 
The  revolution  in  North  America  will' 
not  be  fought  over  more  bread  or  more 
colour  TV  sets  Out  over  the  freedom 
to  make  choices  about  all  areas  of 
our   lives.    Young  people  are  not   In- 
terested, as  Jearld  pointed  out,   1n 
a  quantitative  change,  out  In  a  qual- 
itative one. 

Gay  Liberation,  along  with  women's 
liberation,  has  the  advantage  of  be- 
ing at  the  forefront  of  this  struggle 
and  I  believe  that  at  this  stage  TGA 
Is  being  amazingly  effective  despite 
the  smallness  of  Us  numbers. 

Obviously  there  will  come  a  time 
when  mass  demonstrations  and  perhaps 
a  tighter,  more  disciplined  group  will 
be  necessary  and  inevitable.  However 
mass  demonstrations  of  100  people  are 
not  only  silly  but  tend  to  downgrade 
the  movement   rather   than  build   it. 
Those  100  people  can  be  better  used 
in  more  effective  ways,   for  example 
putting  out  The  Body  Politic,  enlarg- 
ing it,  getting  it  to  more  people. 
holding  speaking  engagements,    lobby- 
ing for  parliamentary  changes  and 
holding  symbolic  actions  (i.e.  talcing 
over  a  radio  station  and  demanding 
a  gay  program,  why  not  more  actions 
TGA?)  that  gain  press  and  hence  at- 
tention and  people.  Cleaning 
own  closets   is  important   too  -   hence 
consciousness  raising  groups. 

Keep  up  the  magnificent  paper,  and 
J.  Moldenhauer,  go  a  tittle  further 
with  your  articles  (and  please  with- 
out the  M-o-r-d-s). 


Love  and  liberation, 
Franceses  Allman 


GAY    AND    ANGRY 

■hat  right  do  you  have  to  cen- 
sure ac  because  1  a  man,  seek  an- 
other man  lo  love?  Just  who  do  you 
think  you  are  that  you  feel  justified 
in  condeawilng  ae  because  »>  sexual 
behaviour  is  not  a  carbon  copy  of 
your  own"  I'm  had 

all    the    sbil    1    as   goinj    lo   take    froa 
you.      Toss   any  aore  at    ae  and    I'll 
grab    it    and   raa    it    down  roui 

C«y    Liberation    for  ae   has    Its 
origin   in  this  kind  ol   gut   reaction 
to  oppression.      It    Is  born  out  of 
rage.       tt    is    the  eiprettici 
*aae    fury    increasingly   w*XA> 
pressed   people  everywhere 
spat   on  ae  too  often;  now    ,'    *•  raady 
*.ea. 


ot    the   social    Institutions    that    nur- 
tured  a*.      They   all    said, 
thaateful    and  wicked."     Ki.\ 
and   I   knew   it.      The  only  possible 
result    of   the  conflict    between  coa 
■unit)    standards  and  what    I  was,   and 
alwavs    knew    1    was,   was   guilt,    shaae, 
and   self-hatred. 

Out   of  shaae  and  guilt,    I    never 
peurtaclpatad   in  a  single  sexual   act 
with  another  person  until    I 
thirty    years  old.      Tragic?      The  day 
eventually    caste  when    I    real  lied   that 
personal    relationships    are   the   core 
of  what    Life    is    all    about,    that    sex    is 
an    integral    factor    in    relating   to 
other  people;   that   to  be   fucked-up 
sexually  Beans  to  be  fucked-up  »oc - 
Lilly,    |Q   be   shut    out    froa  any    ful- 
ness  of    Life.      The  day    1    realized    the 
enoralty  of  what   you  had  done   to  ae 
and  to  thousands   like  ae,    I    learned  to 
hate.      The    legacy  of  guilt    and   shue 
that  you  gave  ae  was  driven  out   by 
rage  and   fury.      I   an  through  shuffl- 
ing about   taaely  with  downcast   eyes. 
I've  quit   running.      1'a  ready  to 
fight. 

There  was  a  tiae  when  I  was  ut- 
terly baffled  by  noting  Blacks 
throwing  fire  bombs  and  screaalng, 
"Burn,  baby,  burn."  Not  any  more. 
I  now  know  how  Blacks  feel .  So  the 
next  time  you  feel  the  urge  to  slan- 
der ae  and  ay  hoaosexual  friends  by 
aockery   and    ridicule  and    lies,    you 


ing. 


ot   do   it:   not    If   I   aa 
if  you  want   to  go  on   liv 


Then 


lomethlng   else  about 
allitant   Blacks   t   now  understand: 
their  compulsion  to  blatantly   flaunt 
those  very  elements  of  their  African 
heritage  that  whites   ridicule  most. 
Aa  If  to  compensate  for'    years  of 
false  shame  and  passing   for  straight, 
I   now  want    to  declare  openly  and 
repeatedly,   in  as  aany  ways  as   I   can 
"I   aa  a  homosoxual."     Since  ay  guilt 
Is  gone,    I   am  no   longer  obsessed  by 
the  compulsion  to  gain  your  approval. 
And   I   refuse  to  conceal   any  part  of 
what    1    am, 

Unconsciously,  with  his   first 
breath,   a  child  begins  to  absorb  con- 
ventional   attitudes,      lie    learns    froa 
those   around   him  when  to   feel    dis- 
gust,  contempt,   revulsion,   outrage, 
shame.      Unfortunately,   for  the  homo- 
sexual,  as   for  the  American  Black, 
his   feelings   toward  himself  and  his 
kind   have  developed    in  a   climate    that 
1$  debilitating,      And  tragically, 
when  a   community   imposes  a  negative 
Identity  on  any  minority,   that    ident- 
ity becomes   incorporated   into  the 
self-image   of  the  members   of  that 
group.      One   testimony   to   the   power  of 
prevalent   social   attitude*  and  values 
In  overwhelming  a  minority   it   the 
fortunes   that  have  been  made  by  sell- 
ing bleaching  cream*  and  hair  stralg- 
hteners   to  American   Blacks  who  have 
succumbed  to  society's   varied  declar- 
ations  that    Khite    Is   good   and    Hlacl 
is  bad. 

Ke  homosexuals,   too,    like  many 
Blacks,   have   incorporated   into  what   is 
our  own  value  system  those  very  at- 
titudes  which  arc   the  basis    for  our 

Ion    ind   rejection  by  society. 
k'«,    too,    mirror   the    larger   society's 
obvious   abhorrence   of   non-conformist t . 
In    spite   of  the    fjcl    that   our  own 
oppression   stems    from   society's   con- 
demnation of  variety    in  human   exp- 
erience,   froa   the  public's   assumption 
that   there   is   sosethlng   flagrantly 
wicked  or  diseased  about   a  person 
who  diverges   froa  a   standard  pattern 
for    life,    we   ourselves   generally 
share   this    same  point    of   view. 

At    the  Court   House   public    demon- 
stration sponsored  by  C.A.T.E.   of 
Vancouver   last   summer,   there  were  a 
large  number  of  young  men  froa  CL.F. 
dressed    In   feminine   apparel.      They 
obviously  did   not    expect    to    in   any   war 
be  thought  beautiful;   they  were  gro- 
tesque.     And    1    was  offended   that    they 
should  coae  and   -   a*   I   thought   at 
the   time    -    attempt    to   spoil    our  daa- 
onatratton.      But   they  were   right   and 
1    was   wrong.      They   had  coae  to   tell 
us    something    .    something   none  of  u* 
was  open  to  receive  at   the  tlae.      I 
now  think  the  masquerade  wa*   their 
way  of    saying    soasethiBg    like    this; 
iilemna   us   hoaosexual*  be- 
cause  wa   are   guilty   of  the  hainou* 
crime  of   being   different,    and    for   no 
'-a ton.      Tou  are  condemning  our 
presence  at   your  daaonst rat  ton  for 
■■ir    *aa>e    reason.      Tour   aatarratiamwl 

■m    inditatet   you   are 
governed  by  the  aaae   inabi  i 


Till   BODY   POLITIC 


I  remember      part  2 


'Hsst!. 


hsst!' 


The  gtrl ,  sitting  in  her  seat  by  the 
classroom  window,  stirred  but  made  no 
other  response. 

'Stephanie!'     An  urgent  whispered  war- 
ning.     'Stroberts  is   lookin'   at  you!' 

Stephanie,  reluctant  to  leave  those 
earlier  times  she  had  been  re-watching 
through  the  snow-touched  pane,  turned 
her  head  around,  an  automatic  response. 
A  traveller  in  time,  she  tried  to  put 
aside  the  seclusive  sounds  of  memory, 
tried  to  orient  her  thoughts  around 
the  work  assigned  by  the  English 
teacher.     And  appeared  to  be  absorbed 
in  the  needs  of  the  present  moment, 
but  her  eyes  held  clear  images  of  the 
past  and  she  was  caught  between  two 
real i ties. 

(if  i  dont  stop  daydreaming,   i  wont  be 
finished  by  the  end  of  the  period, 
period.     my_  period,     i  saw  the  blood 
this  morning  when  i  got  out  of  bed. 
some  of  the  other  girls  got  theirs 
earlier,     i *m  13-and-a-half .     francie 
was  11  when  she  started,     maybe  thats 
why  i  was  thinking  about  francie  and 
georgie  and  elena. ..francie  used  to 
call   it  THE  CURSE.) 

Fingers  tapped  at  the  front  door. 
Thirty  pairs  of  eyes  swung  away  from 
various  stages  of  concentration, and 
fastened  on  the  sound.     The  class- 
monitor-for-the-week  opened  the  door, 
leaned  into  the  hallway,  and  exchan- 
ged whispers  with  the  anonymous   in- 
truder.    The  monitor  walked   important- 
ly across  the  front  of  the  room  to  the 
teacher's  desk,  then  stopped,   in  the 
rigid  posture  of  the  subordinate  role 

■ 
Stroberts-woman  listened,  unsmlllnq, 
her  back  more  than  ever  unbending. 

(her  back  is  always  stiff   like  that, 
some  of  the  kids  say  she  was  in  an  ac- 
cident and  broke  her  back  so  now  she 
wears  a  steel-plate   ...  in  it?) 


The  monitor  returned  to  the  door  and 
engaged  in  further  solemn-secret  dia- 
logue.    The  door  closed.     The  wood- 
framed,   institutional   clock  dropped 
another  minute  into  the  ever-increa- 
sing maw  of  the  past. 

Stephanie-dreaming-out- the- window 
moved;     a  sudden  shift  that  lifted  her 
weight  onto  her  left  hip. 

(mumma  gave  me  one  of  her  cloths  to 
put  between  my  legs,  and  a  belt  with 
pins,     the  pins  are  sticking  in  my 
bumcrack.     i   hate  it.     THE  CURSE,     i 
know  why  francie  called  it  that,     why 
dont  boys  get  it.     i  dont  want   it.     i 
wont  ever  be  able  to  do  anything  any- 
more,    swim,     or  play  baseball,     or 
ride  my  bicycle,     or  anything,     i 
wish  i'd  been  born  a  boy.) 


Steph!     Aw,  c'mon. 


>X-v.v.v.*7v5 

£••■  .*  .• ; :  ••>  ftVift^v/Av.vvv  .*  .* : : 


'Hsssssss!     Hey! 
Fa-a-a-annyy! ' 

(georgie.     he's  such  a  pest,     the  kids 
call   him  georgie-porgie-sissy-pissy. 
whats  he  want  anyway?     i   bet  its  one 
of  those  dirty  poems,     like  that  other 
one  about  the  stubby  fingers,     that 
one  made  me  want  to   'touch'  myself, 
the  girl    in  that  poem  got  a  baby  be- 
cause she  was  fool inga round. ) 

'Fa-a-a-ny,  Fa-any,  Funny-face!  Aw! 
Say  somethin'.  Okay  for  you,  Steph. 
You'll   Le  sorry.' 


Imminent  puberty  splintered  through 
his  word-    so  that  they  reached  her  In 


TOE    HODY    POLITIC 

jagged  whispers.  He  couldn't  under- 
stand what  was. wrong  with  her  today. 
Sometimes,  he  thought,  she  did  look 
at  him,  but  her  eyes  seemed  not  to 
see  him. 

Georgie  waited  a  moment,  still  hope- 
ful for  some  familiar  sign  of  recog- 
nition. Nothing.  And  he  turned  away 
from  her.  She'd  be  sorry,  he  thought. 
But  he  felt  bewildered.  And  lonely. 

(georgie.  in  the  coalshed.  he  had 
his  thing  between  my  legs,  i  remember 
it  felt  like  one  of  those  sausages 
daddy  makes  from  a  cowsguts.  smooth.' 
and  little-bit  soft,  those  other  boy; 
they  came  right  out  of  thinair. 
francie  and  elena  stood  close  together 
in  the  doorway,  so  the  boys  couldnt 
see  georgie  and  me.  i  pulled  up  my 
pants  real  fast  i  remember  and  georgie 
squeezed  through  the  other  side  of  the 
shed,  he's  lucky  he's  so  skinny  and 
could  aet  through  that  little  hole. 
i  hid  behind  francie  and  elena  and 
when  the  boys  started  to  run  after 
georgie  then  i  ran  into  our  own  back- 
yard. HOMEFREE.) 

Georgie  slouched  deeply  into  his  seat. 
The  girl  sat,  exquisitely  still... 
rapt  within  a  dream  purely  personal. 
The  pen,  which  she  continued  to  hold 
in  inattentive  fingers,  moved  slowly, 
the  nib  releasing  ink-inspired  whorls 
onto  the  paper.. .mechanical ,  token 
gestures,  while  kaleidoscoping  memo- 
ries held  her  true  attention  fast. 

'Stephanieeee. .  .look  what  i_  got. ' 

His  voice  sing-songed  softly  toward 

her  but  failed  to  penetrate  her 
real ity. 

Outside,  hanging  from  the  upper  part 
of  the  window-frame,  an  icicle  gather- 
ed part  of  its  life-span  into  a  single 
drop  of  liquid  that  clung  to  the  tip 
of  the  icicle  and  shimmered  a  brief 
farewell  at  the  sun.  The  drop  expand- 
ed, gathering  into  itself  the  sun's 
energy  and  as  Stephanie  watched,  it 
seemed  to  her  that  now,  now... it  must 
burst.  She  felt  suspendecTwithin  its 
destiny;  her  future,  too,  was  depen- 
dent on  the  capricious  forces  that 
shaped  the  course  of  that  single  icy 
tear. 

(one  time,  i  remember,  i  was  sitting 
on  the  toilet,  it  was  winter  then  too. 
there  was  an  icicle  out  the  window,  i 
broke  it  off.  to  see  how  it  would 
feel  if  i  put  it  between  my  legs,  it 
was  nice  and  cool  i  remember.) 

'Ten  minutes  more,  class.' 

Sombre-Stroberts  measured  off  the  al- 
lotted time  at  regular  intervals,  her 
grey-cool  voice  keeping  pace  with  the 
icicle's  even,  drop-by-drop  diminish- 
ment. 

'Aw,  heck! ' 

Oh,  god.  He  hadn't  meant  to  say  it 
out  loud. 

The  sun  skidded  against  the  teacher's 
glasses. 

'George  Stanley,  I  think  we  have  all 
had  enough  out  of  you.  You  may  collect 
your  things  and  brinq  your  paper  to  me.' 

Georgie's  mouth  lost  all  moisture  as 
his  heart  brushed  against  the  edqe  of 
fear. 


'And  the  note.  In  your  hand.  I  will 
want  that  as  well . ' 

{if  it  2S_  a  dirty  poem,  hes  sure  gonna 
get  it.  maybe  even  the  strap,  hes 
such  a  stupid,  that  other  time,  we 
were  in  grade  6.  he  had  that  magazine 
that  showed  barenaked  persons  standing 
on  rocks  and  things  near  a  lake,  he 
kept  pestering  me  to  look  and  i  didnt 
want  to.  so  finally  i  snitched  on  him. 
the  teacher  made  him  stay  in  after 
school  and  she  took  the  book  away  from 
him  and  never  gave  it  back.) 

Georgie  rose  and  walked  to  his  dis- 
grace as  slowly  as  his  courage  would 
allow.  Stephanie-rlooking-through-a- 
screen  of  eyelashes,  saw  him  shuffle 
his  way  toward  the  teacher,  watched 
secretly  as  he  relinquished  the  note 
and  waited,  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  floor 
as  Censor-Stroberts  unfolded  the  sheet 
and  read  the  contents. 

Thirty  guilty  hearts  temporarily  halt- 
ed operation.  Collectively-held 
breaths  formed  a  united  silence. 

The  teacher,  her  flaming  face  a  sun- 
burst against  the  grey  hair  she  curl- 
ed tightly  against  her  head,  held  her 
voice  in  cool  control  as  she  pronoun- 
ced sentence  of  banishment  to  the 
Principal 's  Office. 

Georgie  round-shouldered  his  way  out 
of  the  room;  his  head  bent  low,  let- 
ting the  soft,  pale-blond  hair  fall 
like  a  shield,  protectively,  in  front 
of  his  unhappy  face. 

(i_  dont  feel  sorry  for  him.  he 
doesnt  have  to  get  THE  CURSE,  i  hate 
it.  i  hope  he  gets  the  strap,  carl 
got  the  strap,  that  time  when  we  were 
all  staying  at  baba's  place,  and  i 
remember  when  we  got  up  in  the  morning 
i  got  into  bed  with  carl  and  made  a 
joke  and  kissed  him  and  said:  see, 
he's  my  husband,  the  grownups  laughed 
and  my  baba  said  we  looked  just  like 
angeis.  then  they  all  went  to  the 
kitchen  to  make  breakfast,  when  they 
went,  carl  kept  trying  to  get  me  to 
lift  up  my  nightie,  he  said  he  didnt 
want  to  do  anything,  just  to  touch 
his  'thing'  between  my  legs,  so 
finally  i  let  him  but  we  heard  someone 
coming  to  the  door  and  carl  and  me  pre- 
tended to  be  asleep,  it  was  my  baba. 
but  she  went  away  because  she  thought 
we  were  sleeping,  but  i  got  out 
of  bed  anyway,  i  didnt  want  carl 
to  touch  me.  hes  a  smartalec. 
he  wanted  to  give  me  money  but  i 
said  i  didnt  want  it.  he  made  me 
take  it  anyway,  i  bet  he  was 
scared  i'd  tell  his  mother  and 
father  but  i  didnt.  daddy  told, 
daddy  made  me  tell  him  where  i 
got  the  money  to  buy  the  candy, 
he  didnt  believe  me  that  i  found 
it.  carls  father  beat  him  on  the 
barebum  with  a  leather  strap, 
daddy  said  it  was  to  teach  carl 
a  lesson.) 

'You  have  five  minutes  to  the 
end  of  this  period. ' 

(not  my_  period,  the  cloth  is 
really  sticking  in  and  it  hurts, 
is  there  any  smell?  sometimes 
m  gym  class  i  thought  some  of 
the  girls  smelled  funny,  not 
bad  —  like  feet  and  B.O.  —just 
funny-strange,  maybe  they  were 
having  their  monthlies  too.  i 
feel  just  like  i  was  some  pri- 
soner.) 

The  clock's  pendulum  swept  away 
two  more  minutes  from  the  present. 


Stephanie  leaned  her  chin  into 
her  hands,  her  elbows  resting 
heavily  on  the  desk  and  she  sank 
back  into  another  time. 

(georqies  moving  away  to  another 
city,  no  more  LIMIT,  i  remem- 
ber that  time  when  georgie  and 
his  cousin  michael  and  me  were 
under  our  verandah  at  the  back  of 
the  old  house,  we  heard  mumma 
come  out  the  door  and  start  call- 
ing me:  Stephanie,  Stephanie, 
time  for  bed.  but  i  didnt  answer 
her.  i  shushed  my  finger  at  the 
boys  and  we  all  stayed  real  still, 
michael  had  his  hand  on  my  leg 
and  started  to  move  ft  up  and  i 
pretended  i  couldnt  say  LIMIT 
because Tnumrna  would  hear,  she 
was  standing  practically  ontop 
of  our  heads  and  she  kept 
calling  and  calling  but  i  knew 
if  she  found  me  with  the  boys 
again  she  would  really  hit  me. 
and  i  remember  it  was  really 
dark  under  the  verandah  and  it 
smelled  like  mud  and  cellars 
and  secrets.) 

A  loud  bell  brr-ed  the  period's  climax 
There  was  a  relaxing  of  creative  ten- 
sion, a  stretching  of  thirty  unique 
arrangements  of  brain,  muscle,  imagin- 
ation; imperceptible  rippl ings  under 
the  smooth  surface  of  youth. 

'You  may  put  away  your  things,  class. 
Hand  in  your  papers  to  the  monitor  as 
you  line  up  at  the  door.' 

A  diverse  response:  some  moved  as 
though  possessing  limbs  too  heavy  to 
ever  lift  again;  others  slid  out  of 
their  seats  with  an  eager  haste... 
their  thoughts  already  tasting  those 
precious  moments  of  freedom  between 
class-periods. . .when  they  could  lend 
their  energies,  at  last,  to  their  own 
private  desires. 

A  second  brrr.  Signal  for  Exodus. 

The  monitor  gestured  open-sesame  at 
the  door  and  the  rank-and-file  of  edu- 
cation eased  their  way  into  the  chalk- 
dust  and  locker-room  mist  of  the  hall. 

'Stephanie. ' 

The  girl    sensed  the  teacher's  grey- 
clad  presence  by  the  desk. 

'Stephanie.     Your  paper.     Quickly! 
You'll   be  late  for  your  next  period.1 

Stephanie  stared  at  the  paper  in  front 
of  her  and  could  make  little  sense  of 
it.     But  had  no  choice  now  except  to 
surrender  its  fate  to  the  critical 
scrutiny  of  Solomon-Stroberts. 

(guess  i  failed  that  one  for  sure,  and 
shes  a  hard  marker  too.  the  kids  say 
nobody  has  ever,  ever,  ever  heard  her 
laugh,  and  they  say  she  had  a  lover- 
fiance  a  way  long  time  ago  but  he  got 
killed  in  the  overseaswar  so  now  shes 
an  old  maid,  did  she  ever  let  him 
touch  her?     'there',   i  mean?) 

Stephanie  looked  up.     And  was  captured 
in  the  grey  coolness  of  the  teacher's 
eyes.     The  girl   saw  her  many  selves 
reflected  there  -   imprisoned  -  and  she 
felt  she  was  a  prisoner. 
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Venereal   disease  has  reached  epid- 
emc   proportions   recently.      That   means 
dear  reader,   that   you  are  quite   likely 
to  co»c    into  contact   with  an   infected 
person.      And  the  more   lovers  you 
The   risk  of   infection. 

However 
l    proper   treat 

physical  and 

•rial  suffering  Inflicted  by  a 
awralistic  society  and  grossly  incom- 

,  exploitative  and  brutal  doc- 
tors. 

n  is  no  necessity  to  read  fur- 
ther if  you  wish  to  follow  the  advice 
mi  ill.  Canadian  Department  of  National 
Health  anJ  Welfare.  "The  only  sure  way 
to  avoid  venereal  disease  is  to  avoid 
proaiSCUOUJ  sexual  relations. . .By  a- 

.  cheap  dance  halls,  bars  and  all- 
night  hangout*,  one  can  avoid  the  kind 
pie  who  continue  to  disseminate 

And  don't  forget  to 
ii   ur  windows  to  keep 
.mt  vaopl ■ 

'   i  normal  person  who 
i     i '  <■  and  responsible 
love,  you  will  probably  want  to  have 

■    il  and  socially  responsible 
ition  about  VD.   You  will  also 
formation  tii.it  relates  to  homo- 
i  VD  where  it  varies  from  hetero- 
it  information  available  is 
contained  In  the  "VD  Handbook"  published 
l>>  the  Handbook  Collective,  a  Canadian 
group.   ]  iay  it  is  the  best  available, 
but  how  good  is  that?   It  is  better 

■ply  the  best  of  a  bad  lot;  it  is 
very,  very  good.   My  criticisms  of  it 
amount  to  nit-picking  and  are  not  worth 

The  Handbook  contains  48  pages  of 
information,  illustrations  and  photo- 
graphs,  Aside  from  the  factual  and 
technical  information,  the  principal 
characteristic  of  the  book  is  that  it 

ted  to  people.   It  puts  VD  into 
I'er  context  of  sexual  and  thus 
human  relations.   It  tells  you  your 
rights  as  3  patient  and  what  you  should 
expect  and  demand  in  diagnosis  and 
treatment.   As  a  homosexual  woman  or 
■an,  you  can  relate  to  it  because  it 
relates  to  you.   To  illustrate: 
"Gonorrhea  infection  of  the  anus  and 
rectus,  called  gonococcal  proctitis, 

lop  in  homosexual  men  who  have 
anal  intercourse  with  an  infected  male 
partner. .. .Since  aost  »cn  who  have 
gonococcal  proctitis  do  not  have  sy»- 
ptoas,  they  can  unknowingly  give  their 
infection  to  their  male  lovers.   Unless 
one  partner  has  a  venereal  disease, 
anal  intercourse  is  not  'unsanitary' 
and  can  be  enjoyed  without  fear  of  in- 
n." 
And  in  the  section  on  Vaginitis: 
-«nads  can  also  be  transmitted 
during  homosexual  lovemaking  between  two 
women,  if  the  vagina  of  an  infected  wo- 
•an  li  brought  into  close  contact  nth 
her  lover's  vagina." 

*  'cry  good, 
however,  cure  VD  and  that 


*Ul  not. 


is  where  the  problems  arise.  Can  you, 
feeling  concern  for  the  health  of  you 
and  your  lovers,  trot  down  to  your 
friendly  VD  clinic  for  a  check-up  and 
thoroughly  competent  treatment?   No,  you 
cannot.   Recently.  I  visited  St.  Mich- 
ael's Hospital  on  a  quality  test. 
Before  I  saw  a  doctor.  1  was  interro- 
gated by  an  elderly  public  health  nurse 
who  was  preparing  an  "identikit"  on  me 
in  case  of  my  pursuit  as  a  criminal. 
This  was  before  it  was  determined  that 
I  was  a  "criminal,"  i.e.  a  person  with 
venereal  disease.   At  no  time,  by  the 
doctor  or  anyone  else,  was  I  asked  if  I 
was  a  homosexual  and  if  so,  did  I  get 
fucked?   As  you  have  seen  above,  sym- 
ptoms are  not  always  present  in  some 
forms  of  venereal  disease.   The  doctors 
certainly  know  this,  anJ  they  certainly 
know  there  are  homosexuals  among  their 
patients.   It  is  part  of  the  oppression 
of  homosexuals  that  if  you  want  proper 
examination,  you  will  have  to  demand  it. 
That  means  you  will  have  to  know  what 
to  demand,  and  the  VD  Handbook  is  an  in- 
valuable tool.   It  will  arm  you  with  the 
knowledge  necessary  to  secure  proper 
medical  attention. 

Even  a  brief  survey  of  the  hours  and 
facilities  of  VD  clinics  in  Toronto  will 
convince  you  that  no  serious  effort  is 
being  made  to  combat  VD,  let  alone 
practise  preventative  medicine.   In 
order  to  protect  yourself,  it  would  be 
wise  to  have  a  copy  of  the  VD  Hand- 
book.  However,  we  have  a  community 
responsibility  as  well.   The  Handbook 
makes  this  clear  when  it  says: 
"It  is  the  urgent  responsibility  of 
organizations  such  as  community  and 
youth  clinics,  student  associations; 
women's  liberation  and  gay  liberation 
groups  to  provide  such  information. 
These  groups  should  provide  initiat- 
ive in  challenging  local  medical  au- 
thorities to  make  them  responsive  to 
our  needs  as  sexually  active  human 
beings." 

The  V.D.  Handbook  is  meant  to  be 
distributed  free  by  responsible  org- 
anizations which  can  obtain  it  at  a 
cost  of  less  than  5«  per  copy.  CHAT, 
for  example,  could  give  one  to  each 
and  every  member  for  only  $45.00  (with 
hundreds  of  copies  left  over  for  fur- 
ther distribution) .Is  it  also  beyond 
the  capabilities  of  organizations 
such  as  CHAT  to  set  up  a  "People's 
V.D.  Clinic"  where  people's  medicine 
would  be  practised?  If  you  think  that 
CHAT  and  similar  organizations  should 
leave  it  to  the  government,  consider 
this  statement  from  a  government  pub- 
lication: 

"Young  people   nust  realise  that 
there  it  a  danger  in  any  eex  contact 
*»i  te  outside  of  healthy  ferriage.  " 

KARREN  HAGUE 

Mailing  address: 

VD  Handbook/Birth  Control  Handbook 

P.O.   Box  1000,  Station  G 

Montreal   130,  Quebec.     Phone:   (514)  844-5838 
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Be  outrageous:: 


THE  BODY  POLITIC 

October  31,1970  H.'SOft's 

alaost  tine  to  wrap  up  the  local 
news,  ye*  the  aging  jock  who  does 
sports   is   shuffling  his   papers 
in  readiness. . .now  for  that    little 
huaorous  ilea  to  end  it  all  with  a 
chuckle.      "Hallowe'en   trick   and 
treaters  were  not   the  only  people 
out  on  the  streets  tonight.     Mem- 
bers of  Toronto's   (sairk)    'gay' 
population .celebrated  the  evening 
in  their  own  way.   Passersby  on 
Ycnge  St.   were  treated   to   the  sight 
of  sone  very  glamorous  young  ' 
■ladies'." 

Cut  to  sone  very  shadowy  footage 
of  crowds,  cars  and  a  few  hairdo's 
before   the   final    'it   takes  all 

kinds'  grin and  that's  the  news. 

Breakthrough."   For  the   first   time 
Toronto's  biggest   non-event   had  been 
recognized  by  the  media,    the  press 
blackout  had  come  to  an  end.     Khy 
they  even  used  that  taboo  word    'gay' 
Drag  night   had   finally  made   it.   For 
years  this  peculiarly  Toronto 
phenomena  had  grown  from  a  small 
drag  charade  at  the  old  Letro's 
Bar  on  King   St.    to  the  twilight 
underground's    equivalent    of  a 
Hollywood  movie  premier   -   complete 
irfth    flashbulbs,   almost-limousines 
and  police  cordons   holding  back 
shoving  crowds. 


The 


Hall< 


>  be 


Toronto's  largest  officially 
recognized  event.   Something  every- 
one talks  about  -from  cocktail  chat- 
ter in  Rosedale  to  guffaws  in  the 
men's  beverage  room-  yet  no  one 
recognizes  as  having  any  significance. 

For  the  Saturday  night  thrill  seekers 
it  is  a  chance  to  see  a  freak  show 
and  at  last  feel  superior  to  someone. 
Besides  it  beats  hanging  around  shop- 
ping plazas.   For  the  inner  city 
sophisticates  it's  a  sign  of  what  a 
decadent  big  city  we  live  in.,. almost 
like  New  York:  And  for  the  bored  media 
liberals  its  ever  so  deja  vu.  "I  mean 
we've  all  done  articles  for  llacleans  or 
Saturday  Night  about  Toronto  being 
a  mecca  for  you  homosexuals,  excuse 
me  -uh-  homophiles.  He  know  all  about 
it." 

Even  the  average  downtown  gay 
disavows  himself  from  drag  night 
because  ,well,  people  think  we're 
fltl  like  that.   The  pseudo  beauty 
pageants  hosted  on  Hallowe'en  by 

>  gay  establishments  seem 


HALLOWEEN 


Phenomenon 


would  naturally  fnl 
years  to  recover  froi 
'fags  as  troublemakci 


i  could  take 
The  image  of 
is  sonething 


/ery  willing   to  accept. 
On   the  other  hand,   drag   night 


uld 


the  c 


elei 


alv. 


for 


;  self -loathing  of  their 
clientele  as  they  mock  and   snicker 
at   the  drag  queens. 

So  why  Hallowe'en?  How  can  a  hand- 
ful  of  female   impersonators  draw 
thousands  of  people   to   Yonge  St? 
Why  do  suburban  fathers  hoist  children 
s  for  a  better 
cross  from  the 
hold   raffles   for 
all    insignificant? 


onto  their  shoui 
view,  and  office: 
St.  Charles  Tave: 
window  seats?  Is 
I  think  not. 
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n   is  on   its   way   to 
almost    ritualized  part 
)  of  life  in  Toronto.    ] 
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The  medic 
'as   the    'Feast   of  Fools'.a 
the  lay  clergy  and  church 
uld  drink,  revel,  perform 
es,    imitate   the  Virgin, 
and   generally  break   all   tl 
-      medieval   religious  code 
'ell   on  its  way  to 


becoming  our  'Feast  of  Fool 
one  evening  of  the  year  whe 
most  taboo'd  and  stigmat'-- 
of  the  gay  subculture  ca 
in  its  finery  and  flounce  i 
fantasies  for  adoring  crowds 
ironically  it  falls  upon  lfle 
"     *»   turner   religious   festiv; 


dres; 


ly   folio 
become  inst itutionalited  and  ac- 
cepted,  paralleling  Los  Angeles's    " 
Groovy  Guy  Contest.     The  gay  entre- 
preneurs    could  co-operate  with  the 
city  and  the  police   (something  we 
know  they're  only  too  willing  to  do) 
in  having  the  drag  queens  moved  off 
the  streets.     To  the  Royal   York  Motel 
say.   Yes  1  can  see  it-  press  coverage, 
leading  gay  citizens  as  judges,   prizes 
offered   by  gay  merchants.      Irtiy  CHAT 
might   even  be  asked  to  send  an  entry! 
It  could  become  in  a  different  context 
the  equivalent  of  the  Governor  General 
New  Year's  levee, or  the  I.O.D.U  Ball. 

From  a   gay   liberation  standpoint 
either   alternative  would  be  dismal. 
The  first  option  of  violence  and 
reprisals  would  be  a  severe  blow  to 
the  movement  as  it  would  send  gays 
scurrying  back  to  the  closet  and 
bring   the   return  of  mid-fifties 
gloom. 

The  latter  alternative  of  formal  ac- 
ceptance would  be  a  monument    to   what 
Dennis  Altman  has   called    'onpressive 
tolerance*    -  a  perpetuation  of  the 
Old   gay  ghetto   lifestyle  within   a 
more  public   yet   still   oppressive 
context.     Drag  night  would  continue 
to  be  a  reflection  of  a  stigmatized 
ghetto  society  -  an  opportunity 
to  tap  dance  or  sing  spirituals. 

lem  /    °I   ga>'    Uber«i°n   «USt 

in  fixed  on  the  removal   of  the 

«i!n?S""«."f<,"y,',t"""">S 
But   the  question   remains 

peculiar  to  Toronto  over  anv  other 
city   in  North  America?     Does    it    not 
hing  about   the  nature  of 

the  atmosphere  of  the 
ve  ln?i    '    feel    it  does. 
aiiowe'en  phenomenon 
'   reflects  the  fact  that 
still   basically  a 


nk  the 


ung 


provincial  city,  and  Yonge  St.  is 
(  Main  St.  And  as  anyone  from  a  small 
■s  town  knows,  Main  St.  is  where  you  go 
on  a  Saturday  night  to  watch  the 
world  pass  by.  And  indeed  on  the 
Saturday  night  of  Hallowe'en  all  the 
values,  habits  and  attitudes  of 
our  Southern  Ontario  lifestyle  are 
paraded  in  review. 

It  seems  ever  so  fitting  that  the 
hockey  crowds  leaving  Maple  Leaf 
Gardens  swell  the  crowd  standing  in 
front  of  the  St.  Charles  Tavern 
They  leave  the  shrine  of  Canadian 
male  machismo  and  proceed  to  what 
surely  must  be  its  antithesis.  Hoc- 
key is  the  Canadian  male's  sexual 
talisman,  a  reinforcement  of  the  * 
brutal  ,  aggressive  nature  of  so 
much  of  male  sexuality,  and  a  relcasr 
for  his  sexual  frustrations   In 
Mordecai  Richler's  St.Urbains  Horse 
man_  the  very  Canadian  protagonist  Jn":  e 
llersh  brings  himself  to  orgasm  when 
having  sex  with  his  wife,  by  fantasizing 
that  he  is  Gordie  Howe  streaking  down 
tne  ice  on  a  breakaway  and  shooting 
the  puck  into  the  goal. 

So  the  hockey  fan  departs  from  the  game 
flushed  with  feelings  of  manliness 
and  decency  to  go  to  Yonge  St.  and 
vent  his  spleen  on  all  that  he  considers 
to  be  unmanly  and  indecent. 

The  most  common  remark  one  hears 
from  these  oafs  during  the  drag  parade 

let i ung  tn  t  ,f   L.f  ,-t  tnnt 
Boy.^some  of  them  guys  almost  turn 
hLl":^.   ^  rcn,ark  reveals  much  about 
both  the  drag  queens  and  the  onlookers. 
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n  double-standard.     One 


!■]  lot 
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Yet   how   short-lived   is   this  mini- 
festival   of  taboo-breaking:      As   soon 
**  P"ade  "  °ver  "  front  of  the 

S£l  'idt'  thc  ■ttod  <>f  ^e  crowd 
cZl,  ■ '  ,  °aeS  5Urlv  and  vicious. 
Gangs  of  tough  adolescents  egged  on 
by  their  Birlfrierrfs  go  lookfng  for 
peers'  to  beat  up.  The  pol i«  have 
H?  ,M!l,ty  difficult  time  con- 
trolling the  crowds.  Ink  .s  thrown 
and   faces   ,„    snashed_  -- 

sixteen  year  old   in  semi -*„/„,;  ™L, 
to  -  post   and   left   there  until   ,„ 
E-ch  year  the   situat.on  bece«„   "~  * 
ugly  and  potentially 


kiln 


JVC. 


s  on   its  way  to  becomini 
*  confrontation  between  a  large  gay 
subculture  and  a  city  that   , 
it  doesn't  <    " 
Two  clear 


:   pretends 


alternatives   seen  to  be 

•ergmg  for  Hallowe'en.    If  .Mowed 

!  present. 


to  continue  , 

violence  and  even  a  fnit 

cry  «uid  thus  ensue  and  Ehe 
cr.ckdown  o„  g.y  b.rs  and  ciu£  »« 


ing 


that  the 


i  like 


most  common  style  affected" by \hTdrae 
queens  is  that  of  the  ISSO's  sex  symbol 
-the   bosomy,   bubble  headed   blonde 

as   in  M.M.,    B.B.   or  Jayne  Manafield. 
They  never  dress  up   like  . 
woman,    nor  even  do  they   ii 
more  conservative  camp  heroin 
Bctte  Davis  or  Joan  Crawford.     The 
style   is   constant   sex   kitten,   probably 
the  most  demeaning  of  female  stereo- 
types,  yet   the  one  that    is  most   oopular 
with  the  garage  calendar  tvue  of 
male. 

The   kind  of  campy   interchange 
that   goes   on  between   the  drag  queens 
and   the  crowds   is  also   very  Similar 
to  the  act  press  agents  used  to 
force  on   sex   goddesses   during  public 
appearances.      The  crowd  would  pubUcly 
cheer  and  wolf  whistle  at   all    the  wig- 
gling and  cooing,   yet   privately  des- 
Pised  the  women   who  did'   it   forVeing 

lit  Jtl  y  "*Uf"-  """"  *"«■ 
and  others  were  constantly  the  sub- 
jects of  vicious  criticisms  and 


— '  the  cheering  crowd  rushing 
forward  and  tearing  her  to  pieces. 

This   19S0's  undercurrent   is  constantly 
present  in  the  crowds  on  Hallowe'en, 
doubly  intensified  by  the  fact  that 
those  luscious  babes  are  really  men- 
fruits,  fairies ,   sickies.  Thus  once  the 
cheering  stops  the  queer  hunt  begins 
as  crowds  of  yahoos  roam  the  streets. 
If  not  for  the  chill   in  the  air  it 
would  seem  more  like  southern  Mississippi 
than  southern  Ontario.     The  myth  of 
Canadian    tolerance,   reserve  and  gentility 
is  thoroughly  punctured. 

Hallowe'en  for  the  female  impersonator 
is  the  climax  of  the  year,  a  chance 
to  flaunt  and  throw  back  all  the 
insults  and  humiliations  of  second 
class  citizenship  in  a  sex-hating 
society.     For  the  public  Hallowe'en 
is    'fag  night'   the  culmination  of 
a  year  of   lunchroom  queer  jokes 
and   nervous   sexual    insecurities      It 
functions  in  rather  the  same  way  as 
the  shower  room  tussles  and  towel- 
snapping  enisodes  that  occur  regularly 
in  every  high   school   boy's  gym  class. 
Approximately  one  a  month  is  neces- 
sary to  release  all  the  built-up 
homosexual  tensions. 

If  Hallowe'en  were  merely  a  healthy 
relief  of  tensions  then  it  might  have 
value.     As  it  exists  however,   it  is 
merely  two   groups   venting   their   frus- 
trations on  each  other.     Gay  liberation 
is  working   towards   the   removal   of  the 
fear   and   hatred   that   cause     these 
tensions.      When  the  Hallowe'en   crowds 
begin  to.  dwindle  we  will  know  that  we 
are  well   on   the   road   to   liberation 
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.    WG  AND  CONPASSIOH 

Onlv  one  of  the  four  parties  con- 
sidered offered  any  positive  conclus- 

.:  i  .    Uld   that   was   the  NOP. 
in  Noveatoi  of  1967,  b*fort    the  eria- 
inal    law  amendments   bill   was   intro- 
duced, I.C.  Douglas  expressed  concern 
about   the  Supreme  Court's   decision 
to  uphold  the   sentence  of  "indefin- 
Uc   preventative   detention"  meted 
out   i  ■     ■    i  ,  i  ■  i  t     On  this  ba- 

■  requested  that   the  govern- 
ment   set   up  a  commission,    similar  to 
Molfcndcn's,   to   study   the   problems 
of  homoscxuuls.    Similarly,    the  parly 
tended  to  take   a  very  positive   stand 
on   the   issue  when   it   cane   before 
P«rlia*ent    in   1968-69.   Ki 1 1 ia»  Peters 
ITimnkaningJ    for   instance,   once  be- 
longed  to  the  Canadian  Council    of 
Religion   and  the  Homosexual.   This 
experience,   he   LonfcSicd,   had  chang- 
ed «an>   of  his  attitude*   towards  ho- 
mosexuality,   leading  hi»  to  believe 
that   hoaosciuals   are  merelt    "interest- 
ed  In  Baling   It   possible  to   live  as 
near  a  normal    Ufa  as  possible.    I 
think   society  has  an  obligation  to 
allow   them  to  do  that."  Similarly, 
Stanley   Knowle*    (Winnipeg  HOXth   - 
Centre)   deplored  mralistlc   condem- 
aatlon  and  paternalistic   solutions, 
urging  parliament  to  "approach  this 
■after  with   son*  understanding  and 
coopaiston,  with  soma  psychological 
appreciation  of  the   problem."  John 
Cllfcert    (Broadview)   elaborated  upon 
Imowl**'   position  by  using   the   Molf- 
tmd#o    Import    to   explode    man.  of  the 
*t*r*otrp*«   lapoted  on  homosexual*. 
Thui.    In   raspondlng  to  those  who  op- 
posed th«  Mature.  Cllb*rt  argued 
"thai   people  who   express   themselves 

. '    moral   ton*   should  exercise 
comfhaision,   understanding   and  pat- 

■   rh  regard  to  the  problem  and 
should  not   .mat   to  treat   the**  people 


.,  criminal*.   Mt   It    s*«*  ther*  is 
,„»ul»*d    m   thi,   uuestlon   an  al^*t 
Old  Test aewnt- tine   vengeance   that 
porvBdM   their   minds   and   souls  and 
they  invoke  the  wrath  of  the  old 
^One  of  the  most  acute  commentat- 
ors on   the   ls»ue  mi   David  Orlikow 
(■innipei  North),    again  of  the  NDP. 
Citing   statistics,   he  noted   that   out 
of  60  cases  of  arreit    in  Toronto   in 
on*  year,  only  one  would  have  been 
affected  by  Bill  C-150.    Us  value 
he  suggested,   lay  in  the  fact  that 
,t  .as  "a  sign  that  people  in  Canada 
are  finally  beginning  to  face  up  to 
the   realities   of   life."   Mis   argument 
clearly   Implied  the  belief  that    leg- 
islation oaist  go  farther,  dealing 
«ith  homosexuality  on   its  own  terms. 

David  Lewis  (York  South)  came 
to  much  the  sane  conclusion  as  Or- 
likow,    although   some   ele-ent   of  pat- 
ernalist did  intrude  into  his  arg- 
ument.  On   the  one  hand  he  sanctioned 
the   Bill   because   it  would   "remove 
the  taint  of  crime  to  certain  actions 
which   are   oerely   personal   Batters   to 
the  persons   concerned,   actions  which 
do   not    inpinge   on   the   public   good 
or   the   rights   of  others."  But   at   the 
same  time,  he  did  suggest  that  hono- 
scxuality      constituted  an   "unfortun- 
ate deviation  from  normal  huaan  be- 
haviour?."  Nevertheless,   only  one  of 
the  six  NDP  members  carried  this  arg- 
ument  to  Turner's  extremes,  and  this 
was   A.    Brcwin    (Greenwood). 

From  this   study,   only  one   con- 
Clusion    is   possible:    the  only  party 
which   assumes   a   stance   favourable 
to  the   homosexual   community   is   the 
NDP.   All  others  arc  either  blatently 
hostile  or  paternalistic   in  the  most 
negative   sense   imaginable. 

BOB  WALLACE 


COMMUNITY      FORUM,    cont'd 

accept    as   equals   those  who   do  not 
share   your  own  Value*   and   life-style 

c  who  oppress  you.     Con- 
laqUODtly,    you   are   not    liberators   at 
all   but   blatant   bigots,   tyrants,   as 
ready   Jo  attack   the  non-confor»ist   as 
society  is  to  condemn  you. 

Few  condemn  flanboyant,  obvious 
Cays  more  vehemently  than  "straight- 
appearing  homosexuals.     Even  so-call- 
ed Gay   Liberation  organiiat ions   can 
reek  of  this  sane  intolerance.    Both 
the  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality   and 
the  Canadian  Cay   Activists  Alliance 
are  cases  in  point.   There  have  been 
few  G.A.T.E.  meetings  at  which  der- 
ogatory anti-feme  sentiments  were 
not  expressed  -  and  by  leaders  as 
well  as  rank  and  file  members.    Roedy 
Green's  tape  recorded  phone  message 
for  many  months  assured  callers  we 
were  not  mincing  fairies,  hair  dres- 
sers etc.   Repeatedly  in  public    app- 
earances he  has  ridiculed   'litnp-wns- 
ted  nellie'    types. 

How  do  you  think   our   fellow   homo- 
sexuals  who   are   regarded  as   effemin- 
ate  feel   when   they   see   GATE,    their 
self-styled  saviour,  hysterically 
denouncing   the  popular  opinion  that 
homosexuals  are  effeminate  and  sc- 
reaming  long   and   loud:    "No!   not   us. 
Not  us!   You  can  accept  us  because 
we  are  not   like   that !" 

Such  an  attitude  is  particularly 
odious  in  a  group  that  likes  to  feel 
it  is  part  of  the  movement  springing 
from  the  Stonewall  Riots  at  which 
the  'straight  looking'  masculine  ho- 
mosexuals stood  by  and  watched  the 
cops  clobber  the  effeminate  Queens. 

Any  individual  homosexual  or  Gay 
organisation  that  pretends  to  be  a 
liberating  influence  yet  reiects  fel- 
low homosexuals  because  their  int- 
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Rally     at    Queens  Park    Parliament  Bldgs.  August  26 


TWILIGHT    TRAILS,    cont'd 

best    thing  to  happen   to  any   side  of 
a  health  food  counter. . .that "s  Crunchy 
Granola. . .androgynous   with  coconut... 
and  honey  humped   for  your   liberated 
tasted... 

FROZEN  FACE  AWARD:  To  Barbara" 
Gittings,    'America's  oldest   organized 
lesbian'    (and   it   seems,   most   accomp- 
lished rip-off  artist)    for  helping 
herself  make  GAY   PRIDE  KEEK  her  own 
financial  success   ($160.00  worth).. 
Also   for  her  endearing   'liberated' 
arrogance  and  tasteless  manner  we 
arc  sending  her  a  just  released  copy 
0[   HOW   TQ  BECOME   REACTIONARY   H1TH0UT 
[:<.vi.[i    i.^.'r  C.v    Li',    f  :-.i  1 1      Psuedonvm 
(Stephanie   St.    John  Press,    1972)... 
To  which  Ms.   Gittings   could  add  her 
own  memoirs:    GAY  ACTIVISM  FOR  PRESS 
ASP  PROFIT.-, 

Kell   thats   all   the   fanfare   for 
the   funfare  of  this   issue. . .perhaps 
next    tine  we  can  be  even  more   irrit- 
ating...till   then  keep  the  obscene 
•all  coming  In,    I    love  it! 


erests  and  goals  are  not  those  of 
the  majority   is    identifying  with  our 
oppressors,  and  all  oppression  down 
through  the  ages. 

I,    for  one,   feel  a  deep  need  to 
become  involved  in  a  small,  closely 
knit  group  in  which  each  member  is 
interested  in  furthering  his  own  per- 
sonal  growth   and   in   providing   what- 
ever measure  of   support   that   he   can 
to   assist   the  others    in   doing   the 
same  thing.    If  anyone  reading  this 
belongs  to  such  a  group  and  would 
accept   a   new   member   1   would   apprec- 
iate hearing  from  him.  Or  if  there 
are  others  interested  in  forming  such 
a  group   I   would  be   glad   to  hear   from 
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Aule  thl*   America   settles    in  the 
mold  of   it*  vulgarity,   heavily   thick- 
ening to  empire. 

And  protest ,  only  a  bubble  in  the 
molten  ma**,  pop*  and  sighs  out,  and 
the  mass  hard*ma. 
t   sadly  sailing  rcecmfccr  that  the 
flower  fades  to  make  fruit,  the  fruit 
rots  to  make  marth .  . 

-Hoblnson  Jeffer* 
(1M7-1962) 


not  mean  to  detract  at  all  from  the 
need  for  Gay  Liberation  organizations 
to  strive  collectively  to  eradicate 
institutionalized  intolerance  and 
end  the  humiliating  and  demoralizing 
effects  of  present  legal  and  social 
discrimination  towards   homosexuals. 

It    is   true  that    I   cannot   control 
the  feelings  of  contempt  that   so  many 
hold  toward*  ee  as  a  homos.;. 
can  1  prevent  their  active  expression 
of  this  contempt.   But  one  th 
control:  how  I  react  to  it.  And  people 
ar*  going  to  find  that  my   t 
to  degrading   remarks   about   homosex- 
ual* will  be  on*  of  anger,   fury,  and 
violent    rage.    It    is   long   past    time 
that  we  homosexuals  show  the  world 
out   there   that   we  will   no   longer  pas- 


TtlE   BODY   POLITIC 
slvely  tolerate  the  kind  of  oppress- 
ion that   has  been  our  dan- 

in   th*  past.   «e  must   demonstrate 
,    Lvtl)    that  we  have  become  suf- 
ficiently  free   that   we  will    no   longer 
submissively   accept   aggressive   ex- 
pressions of  society's   intolerance. 
Let's   get   on  with    It! 

Floyd  Hi  11  lass 
NEWS  OF  THE    GAY.  eont-1 

ArmMefreWsa. . . 
leafleting  downtown  streets  and  caf*s 

With  literature  about  themselves  and 
their  demands.  These  leaflets  hava 
terrified  the  public. 

F.L.H.  organized  a  public  demon- 
stration which  consisted  of  masked 
members  marching  with  placards.   Pol- 
ice attacked  demonstrators  soon  after 
the  march  began,  and  a  considerable 
number  were  arrested.  The  police 
considered  them  to  be  subversives  be- 
cause they  were  dressed  like  the  ul- 
tra left  guerrillas  who  have  been 
fighting  for  the  overthrow  of  this 
regime.   It  is  unknown  what  will  be- 
come of  those  arrested. 

Martial  law  makes  it  difficult 
for  F.L.H.  to  attack  specific  legis- 
lation because  the  government  acts 
irresponsibly  with  regard  to  its  own 
laws.   In  its  campaign  of  constant 
harrassment  and  terroriiation  of  the 
gay  community,  the  government  has 
closed  almost  all  of  the  gay  estab- 
lishments. Those  that  remain  open 
are  used  as  traps  for  ignorant  and 
naive  homosexuals  and  tourists.  Many 
gay  people  have  fled  to  the  U.S.A. 
and  Europe,  unable  to  withstafid  this 
impossible  situation. 

Other  leftists,  when  asked  for 
support  by  F.L.H.,  have  stated  that 
liberation  from  imperialism  is  more 
urgent  than  homosexual  liberation 
The  only  support  they  have  received 
came  from  The  Revolutionary  Party  of 
the  Workers,  a  marxist  group. 

F.L.H.  thinks  that  homosexual 
struggles  roust  take  place  simultan- 
(   cously  with  notionalist  struggles. 
In  attempting  to  influence  public 
opinion  F.L.H.  is  working  on  allying 
itself  with  avant-garde  psychoanol- 
ists.  Although  they  have  marxist 
tendencies.  F.L.H.  people  conn  it  ■■ 
the  repression  in  communist  countries 
like  Cuba  and  Russia  worse  than  any 
South  American  military  rcsli". 
DENMARK 
LETTER  TO  GAY  MP'S 

COQ  Publications,  a  Danish  erotic 
literature  publishing  group,  has  spon- 
sored a  letter  to  the  homophile  mem- 
bers of  the  government  and  parliament. 

The  Danish  Parliament  is  going  to 
discuss  in  this  session  the  question 
of  the  same  age  limit  for  homo-  and 
heterosexual  relationships.  As  it 
stands,  homosexual  relationships  are 
legal  at  the  age  of  18;  heterosexual 
ones  at  the  age  of  15. 

The  letter  suggests  that  gay  mem- 
bers of  parliament  use  their  power 
to  end  this  disparity  -  "You've  got 
more  power  than  we  have  -  use  it!" 


TORONTO 

GAY  TELEVISION  SERIES 

On  Monday,  September  11th  at  6 
p.m.,  Canada's  first  regularly  sched- 
uled television  program  produced  by 
and  for  gay  people  was  broadcast  over 
Channel  10,  Metro  Cable's  Toronto  out- 
let. 

The  series,  entitled  Coming  Out, 
will  run  weekly  for  thirteen  episodes. 
It  is  hosted  by  Paul  Pearce  and  Sandra 
Dick,  both  staff  members  of  the  Comm- 
unity Homophile  Association  of  Toronto, 
under  whose  aegis  the  programs  are  be- 
ing produced.  The  topics  treated  so 
far  have  been  "Coming  Out  and  the  Fam- 
ily", "Gay  Liberation  in  Toronto", 
"Myths",  "An  Interview  with  Peter  Mal- 
oney"  and  "Lesbianism"  (Oct.  9th) 

Paul,  a  22   year  old  native  of 
Stratford,  Ont.  ,  has  stated:  "This  is 
a  breakthrough  in  Canadian  T.V,  and 
will  contribute  a  great  deal  to  the 
education  of  the  Toronto  citizen  on 
the  topic  of  homosexuality." 

Both  he  and  Sandra  -  2S,  originally 
of  Winnipeg  •  lead  their  guests' through 
and  Interesting  and  informative  half 
hour  of  prime  time  television.  Homo- 
sexuals discussing  their  life  style 
in  an  atmosphere  of  pride  and  openn- 
ess is  an  extnlerating  sight  -  catch 
it  on  Channel  10,  every  Monday  even- 

at  6  p.m. 


THE  BODY  POLITI 


THE   CHRISTIAN   CREATION   OF   EVIL 


The  mystic  and  occult  philoso- 
pher Ouspensky  observed  that  insti- 
tutional morals  owe  their  origin  not 
\o  the  ruling  class  as  a  f^^tto  the 
least  sexually  active  section  of  it, 
the   "infra-sex",  who  tended  to  com- 
pensate for  their  animal  deficient; 
iee  by  developing  an  abnovj «»  »*«J? 
desire  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  oth- 
ers      This   theory  has  support  from  the 
etudy  of  sexual  abnormality     though 
repression  rather  than  animal  defic- 
iency is  probably  the  chief  factor 
in  the  matter.     The  example  of  the  _ 
American  purity-crusader  Comstock is 
an  extreme  case:   this  individual  ae- 
voted  most  of  his  life  to  the  detec- 
tion of  supposedly  obscene  literature, 
an  activity  that  assumed,  for  him,    the 
proportions  of  a  sexual  substitute. 

Sex  in  Society,  Alex  Comfort, 
Pelican  1964,  pp46-47 

Reverend  J.R.  Armstrong  is  the 
pastor,  spiritual  leader,  and  arbiter 
of  contemporary  moral  standards  m 
tiny  Mount  Pleasant  Road  Baptist  Church 
here  in  Toronto.   Very  little  disting- 
uishes Mr.  Armstrong  from  the  other 
sad  practitioners  of  his  archaic  pro- 
fession, save  that  he  appears  to  take 
the  whole  thing  fairly  seriously. 
However  he  also  retains  sufficient 
physical  -  if  not  mental  -  energy  to  pur- 
sue with  some  vigour  a  moral  crusade 
devoted  to  preventing  "moral  polu- 
tion  (sic)  in  our  schorls". 

1  first  encountered  Mr.  Armstrong 
on  Julv  17  while  trying  -  unsuccessfully 
on  the'  whole  -  to  raise  the  conscious- 
nets  of  one  Douglas  Hall,  open-mike 
interviewer  on  CHIN,  Toronto's  least 
listened-to  radio  station.  Together 
with  Linda  Jain  of  The  Community  llomo- 
phile  Association  of  Toronto  (CHAT), 
1  manaaed  to  sustain  two  hours  of  cor- 
uscating wit  and  incisive  argument  - 
to  no  avail,  alas,  since  mere  intell- 
ectual persuasion  was  of  little  mom- 
ent to  a  mind  long  a  stranger  to  the 
delicacies  of  debate. 

Reverend  Armstrong's  outrage  was 
prompted  by  discovering  that  CHAT,  in 
an  attempt  to  enlighten  young  people 
concerning  homosexuality  in  particu- 
lar and  sexuality  in  general,  had  been 
going  into  schools  and  speaking  to 
the  students  -  at  the  express  invitat- 
ion of  the  students  and/or  staff,  of 
course.   An  admirable  project,  and 
one  at  which  CHAT  excels. 

Egged  on  by  Mr.  Hall  -  never  one 
to  let  a  non-issue  die  -  the  good  rev- 
erend chose  the  response  adequate: 
"a  sermon  preached  in  a  small  church 
on  a  hot  summer  Sunday  evening"-one 
of  the  more  telling  attempts  at  des- 
cription which  dot  his  epistles,  this 
one  to  the  Toronto  School  Board.   Fir- 
ed no  doubt  by  the  brilliance  of  the 
parson's  rhetoric,  the  good  burghers 
of  Mt.  Pleasant  Road  and  environs 
chose  that  particular  muggy  Sunday 
to  start  a  petition,  a  petition  which 
begins: 

"We  the  undersigned  parents, 
teachers  and  other  persons  concerned 
with  the  moral  and  spiritual  Wei 
of  our  youth,  unite  in  protesting 
against  the  use  of  our  schools  by  per- 
sons seeking  to  teach  our  children 
that  homosexuality  is  an  acceptable 

Encouraged  by  the  enthusiasm  de- 
monstrated by  his  tiny  congregation, 
Mr.  Armstrong  -  on  July  24  -  directed  a 
pastoral  letter  to  many  of  the  other 
churches  in  Toronto.  He  hoped  to  be 
able  to  tell  the  school  board  "that 


ministers  all  over  metro  are  prepared 
to  get  their  people  to  unite  in  such 
a  protest". 

The  response,  it  seems,  was  un- 
derwhelming.  In  a  letter  dated  Aug. 
24  to  Mr.  W.  Charlton,  chairman  ot 
the  Toronto  School  Board,  he  admits 
to  having  1762  signatures  though  To 
be  sure,  many  are  from  other  parts  of 
metro  and  some  from  other  parts  ot 
the  country".  There  are  doubtless 
some  churches  in  metro  whose  congre- 
gations number  near  that  many  -  and  to 
have  gathered  so  few  signatures  from 
Toronto  and  the  rest  of  Canada  seems 
to  indicate  that  most  congregations 
responded  to  Armstrong's  pleas  in  the 
same  manner  they  respond  to  his  ser- 
mons -  with  a  gigantic  yawn. 

In  any  case  he  deemed  the  numbers 
sufficient  to  present  the  petitions 
to  Mr.  William  Ross,  also  of  the  Tor- 
onto School  Board,  who  advised  Mr. 
Armstrong  that  the  matter  was  being 
given  serious  consideration.  And  per- 
haps it  is.  The  absurdity  of  the  sit- 
uation is  that  the  Board  does  seem 
to  be  giving  the  absurd  Mr.  Armstrong 
some  credence  -  subsequent  to  all  his 
fuss  after  all,  Kenneth  Bagnell's 
column  (Aug.  23,  "Gay  Liberation")  was 
read  into  the  record  at  a  Board  meet- 
ing without  a  single  dissenting  vote. 
Now  Boards  are  notoriously  fuddy- 
duddy  in  their  approach  to  education; 
in  fact  true  education  is  something 
they  have  never  concerned  themselves 
with.  However,  I  offer  that  their  react 
ionary  credentials  will  become  quite 
firmly  established  should  they  ever 
attempt  to  close  the  schools  to  CHAT 
and  similar  organizations.  If  they 
do,  it  will  be  in  some  measure  due 
to  Mr.  Armstrong's  mini-crusade  for 
moral  purity. 

Is  Rev.  Armstrong,  in  the  terms 
of  the  quotation  which  began  this  art 
icle,  an  infra-sexual?  Is  he  compen- 
sating for  his  repression  by  develop- 
ing an  abnormally  strong  desire  to 
regulate  the  conduct  of  others?  Is 
this  petition  a  "sexual  substitute"? 
Facetious  questions,  you  might  object; 
rudeness  perforce.   But  note  the  fol- 
lowing illustrations: 

IN  1904     1-M9  ARCHAEOLOGISTS  UNCOVERED  CANAANITE  RUINS  DEPICTING  THEIR 
RELIGIOUS  WORSHIP  OF  ABOUT   1500  BC       cir,  o*  GUO.  ~™   ^"an    '*■■ 


■  hasten  to  add  that  Mr.  Armstr- 
ong was  not  the  author  of  GAY  BLADE  - 
the  vicious  little  pamphlet  from 
which  these  gems  were  taken.  However, 
I  do  not  doubt  but  that  he  thoroughly 
approves  its  contents.  He  cited  the 
same  arguments  -  albeit  even  less  elo- 
quently -  during  our  confrontation  on 
CHIN.   Does  this  pamphlet  not  seem 
something  of  an  attempt  to  regulate 
the  conduct  of  others?  It  certainly 
bridges  the  gap  between  religious 
tract  and  hate  literature  quite  ade- 
quately. 

■  In  any  case,  I  feel  the  same 
cast  of  mind  which  moved  Mr.  Armstrong 
to  initiate  his  petition  also  ordered 
the  printing  of  GAY  BLADE.   It  is  an 
interesting  mental  set  and  worthy  of 
our  attention,  if  for  no  other  reason 
than  that  the  Christian  Church  has 
been  one  of  the  great  forces  for  evil 
in  Western  history.  Mr.  Armstrong 
illustrates  admirably  that  contention. 
He  is  a  Christian;  and  as  a  minister 
he  is  presumably  a  model  of  what  a 
Christian  should  be.  He  is  a  bigot 
who  loves  his  fellow  man  only  if  his 
fellow  man  has  surrendered  his  intel- 
lectual integrity  as  thoroughly  as  he 
has.  Were  he  not  so  ineffectual,  he 
might  be  considered  dangerous. 

I  will  be  examining  Christianity 
in  relation  to  sexuality  and  power  in 
subsequent  issues  of  The  Body  Politic. 
I  have  begun  with  the  ridiculous.  I 
shall  progress  to  the  ostensibly  sub- 
lime. 


GAY 
BLADE 


IF  YOU  ARE  EXPOSED  TO  THIS  SIN 
—  THEN  YOU  MUST  TURN  AWAY 
FROM  IT  ONLY  JESUS  CHRIST  CAN 
GIVE  YOU  THE  STRENGTH  TO  CON- 
QUER IT 


WTf   X 

HEBE  IS  NOTHING  COVERED. 
MALL  NOT  BE  REVEALED  AND 
<AT  SHAU  NOT  6E  KNOWN 


JESUS  IOVES  YOU  AND  Will  CLEAN  UP 
YOUR  tIFE  FOR  YOU.  AND  Wilt  MAKE 

IT  WHOIE 


OUT  Of  SATAN  S  SHADOWY  WOR10  OF  HOMOSEXUALITY   IN  A  OlSPlAY  OF  DEFIANCE  AGAiNST 
SOOFTY.  THEY  COM*  FOBTM  _  THOSE  WHO  SUFFER  THE  AGONY  C*  REJECTION     THE  DESPAIR     j 
C*  UNSATtSAEO  LONGING  —  DESIRING  —  ENOtESS  LUSTING  AND  REMORSE  CRYING  THAT  GAY 
ISGOOO—  THEIR  TRAG*C  UVES  PROVE  THAT  THERE  ISNT  ANYTHING  GAY  AAOUT  MING  GAY 


lOU  SURRENDER  TO  HIM.  YOU 
Will  BECOME  A  NEW  CREATURE  CUD 
THINGS  Will  PASS  AWAY,  All  THINGS 
BECOME  NEW 


